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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


AN EXHIBITION OF NETHERLANDS ARCHITEC- 
TURE will be opened at the RIBA on Tuesday next. p. 298 


CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION for ‘a Hospital at 
Doha, Persian Gulf, and for a layout for Sheffield University 
(wtth detailed planning of certain buildings) are summarised 
on p. 299 


THE EAST COAST FLOODS and their effect upon buildings, 
especially farm buildings, are the subject of a report prepared 
for The Builder by Mr. Gerhard Rosenberg. p. 301 


THE DEATHS are reported of Mr. T. H. Lyon, Mr Herbert 
A. Welch and Mr. Donald Hope. p. 314 


THE VIEW that high-density building—except in certain 
circumstances and under special safeguards—might easily result 
in our taking a step backwards instead of forward was expressed 
by Sir William Holford in a broadcast talk, now reported. p. 315 


THE GOVERNMENT have decided that licences totalling 
£10m. may be granted for a number of projects in Central 
London. p. 317 


IN REPLY TO A QUESTION in Parliament on Tuesday, 
Mr. Eccles, Minister of Works, stated that no decision has yet 
been taken to refer the London Builders’ Conference to the 
Monopolies Commission. The Minister also gave particulars 
of builders who have, and who have not, signed the declaration 


on membership of the Couference drawn up by his aaureey 
Dp. 


A REVIEW of the principal displays at the Midlands Building 
Exhibition, which was opened at Birmingham on Wednesday, 
by Mr. H. #. Manzoni, the City Engineer and Surveyor, 
appears on p. 319 


CANADA PLANS AHEAD 


THE report of the Royal Commission on National Develop- 

ment in the Arts, Letters and Sciences, 1949-1951 
(the “ Massey” report), was a timely reminder that Canada, 
with her rapidly growing prosperity, and immense natural 
resources promising material wealth “ beyond the dreams of 
avarice,” is fully alive to the importance of building up at the 
same time a vigorous and distinctive national culture. The 
report covered a wide range of cultural interests, and one of 
its recommendations in connection with the arts was the 
erection of a new National Gallery in Ottawa providing 
adequate facilities for display, storage, circulation of exhibi- 
tions, repair and restoration of paintings and, in addition, 
for greatly increased extension and educational services. It 
was pointed out that barely one-third of the gallery collections 
can be hung at one time, that the entire collection of Canadian 
paintings of the two World Wars is stored, and that quarters 
even for the present small staff are inadequate. As we announced 
in our issue of January 23, preparations are now being made 
for the holding of a national competition to choose an 
architect for the proposed new gallery. 

The building will be expected to comply. with the planning 
and development programme for Ottawa, which was put on a 
firm foundation. in 1948 by the establishment of the National 
Capital Fund, with an initial grant by the Canadian Parliament 
of $2,500,000. For planning purposes an area of goo square 
miles astride the Ottawa River has been designated the 
National capital district, “which includes lakes and wooded 
mountains, all within easy reach of the city. A master plan 
for this great area has been prepared under the direction of 
Mr. Jacques Greber, planning consultant-in-chief, who at 
the time of his appointment was Inspector-General of Town 
Planning for the war-damaged cities of north-east France. 
Helping him at Ottawa is a staff of Canadian architects, town- 
planners, engineers, landscape architects and others, his 
chief assistant consultants being Mr. Edouard Fiset, MRIAC, 
DPLGF, of Quebec, and Mr. John M. Kitchen, MBE, 
MRIAC, supervising architect to the City of Ottawa and 
adviser to the Ottawa Town Planning Commission. 

The population of Ottawa to-day is 165,000, and with Hull, 
across the river in Quebec, it is the centre of an urban region 
of 265,500 people. By the end of the century the population 
is expected to have increased to about 400,000. The master 
plan provides for a maximum permissible increase within 
the proposed green belt to half-a-million inhabitants without 
crowding or congestion. 

Canada does well to plan ahead, and to see that the plans 
are carried out. Ottawa, already a city of great architectural 
dignity and scenic beauty, promises to become one of the 
finest in the world. From the cultural point of view it is 
particularly encouraging to note that great projects like the 
new National Gallery are being so promptly put into effect. 


COMPETITIONS 


THE three major architectural competitions now open— 

Sheffield University ; the Doha Hospital in the Persian 
Gulf; and the Kampala Electricity Offices, Uganda— 
provide a profusion of opportunity for the architect in private 
practice, and as such will be welcomed. It would be strange 
if there were not some expression of the long standing objec- 
tion to competitions—the waste of time and effort by the 
competitors other than the fortunate winner and, to lesser 
extent, the runnergup ; this point of view was, by inference, 
advanced by a correspondent last week. The counter argument 
—that competitions give an opportunity for planning to a 
practical programme, with the chance of the commission— 
will commend itself to the majority of architects, especially 
those who charge up the hours spent on the design after 
midnight to experience. Chances of winning may mathematic- 
ally be slim, but in architecture, as in other professions, there 
is most room at the top. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CORONATION PROGRESS 


| ae the casual eye scanning the 
Coronation route can see the rapid 
progress that is being made with prepara- 
tions for June 2. The steelwork of the 
Abbey annexe is in position, timber 
structures cling to the north face of the 
Abbey and everywhere tubular scaffolding 
and timber are being wrought into stands. 
The general picture that will be evident 
on the day becomes much clearer. 
‘Tuesday’s Press show at Church House, 
where Mr. Eccles, Minister of Works, gave 
the third of his outlines of progress, 
aided by a remarkable scale model of 
the whole of the route from the Palace to 
Westminster, makes clear that the theme of 
the decorations—majesty and gaiety—is 
being most successfully translated in terms 
of colour, light and movement, and it is 
now beyond doubt that the Minister and 
his advisers and architectural staff have 
laid on a show which, granted Queen’s 
weather, should be incomparably lovely. 
A development will be the triumphal 
arches, designed by Mr. Eric Bedford, 
ARIBA, Chief Architect MOW, to span 
the Mall. The decorative schemes will be 
reviewed in our next issue. 
NETHERLANDS EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION entitled Building in the 
Netherlands has been prepared by the 
Netherlands Government in co-operation 
with the Dutch Architectural Society and 
the Building Centre in Rotterdam. It is 
to tour Europe and will have its first 
showing at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. It is the first time that an 
extensive Dutch exhibition of this kind 
has been seen in London. 
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The purpose of the exhibition is to show 
post-war building in the Netherlands and 
will include sections dealing with housing, 
schools, industry, welfare, recreation, town 
planning, landscape, etc. There will be a 
number of models as well as photographs 
and drawings and some interesting refer- 
ences to the reclamation of land in the 
North East Polder and the designing and 
building of new villages and towns in this 
area. The rebuilding of towns such as 
Rotterdam will be another feature. 

The exhibition will be on view at 
66, Portland-place, W1, from February 25 
to March 28 (Mondays to Fridays 10-7 ; 
Saturdays, 10-5), admission free. 


BUILDING ON TELEVISION 


‘TELEVISION can be a bad master but a 
good slave. Those who indiscriminately 
lounge in an armchair and snooze for the 
whole evening are apt to miss the “ high 
spots.”’ 

One of the best television programmes 
shows houses of historic interest. For 
example, recently there were admirable 
pictures of Badminton and, under the 
general heading of ‘‘ Historic Houses of 
England,” the film about Hardwick Hall 
in Derbyshire, previously televised last 
August, was shown again a few days ago. 

Another memorable item was called 
“The Gospel in Stone.’”’ This told the 
simple story of the Gospels in episodes as 
conceived by French sculptors, and was 
illustrated by examples of their work in 
the cathedrals and churches of France. 
The sculpture was lighted, photographed 
and made visible in a manner which would 
have been out of the question under 
ordinary circumstances. ‘This was a 
memorable quarter of an hour and 
deserves repetition. 
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A CEREMONIAL ARCH, one of four which will span the Mail as part of the C I 
decorations. Of tubular steel, filled in with fan-shaped designs in golden pel rob A be 85 ft. high 


to the top of the lions and unicorns which surmount the structure. 


A Princess’s coronet is 


suspended from the centre. 
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FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, February 19, 1853. 


THE JomNners OF Her Mayjesty’s Dock- 
YARD, DEVONPORT, have petitioned, or are 
about to petition, the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty for an increase of 
their wages, on the ground that they receive 
only 21s. a week, and out of that sum 
are bound to provide tools of different 
descriptions, besides such as are usea on 
board sea-going ships, where they are 
liable to be lost. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

Royal Society oF ArtTs.—‘“‘ The Safety Factor ip 
Construction,’”” by Mr. G. Anthony Gardner, OBE, 
- yeoeaaaet RSA, John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 
6 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

AA—-‘‘ Vertical Versus Horizontal Living,’ by 
Messrs. Ove Arup, C. Max Lock and Ernest H. Price. 
34, Bedford-square, WC1. 8 p.m. 

RIBA.—Opening of exhibition on ‘‘ Building in the 
Netherlands.’’ 66, Portland-place, W1. (Weekdays, 
10 a.m.—7 p.m. ; Saturdays, 10 a.m.—5 p.m.) Con- 
tinuing open until March 28. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
Programme of colour films of New Towns. =*, 
King-street, Covent Garden, WC2. 5.30 p.m. . 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocireTy.—Display © 
and discussion on Dow prize competition entries 2, 
Savoy Hill, WC2. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

TOwN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENT PLANNING GrouP).—‘ Review of Housing 
and Neighbourhood Development Since the War, 
by Mr. P. Johnson Marshall. 28, King-street, W C-- 
6.30 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


Country Towns Conference. ‘Town Hall, Leamington 
Spa. 10.15 a.m. Continuing on February 27. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN. Old 


.” by Major Gorvon 
5.15 p.m. 


London Bridge : Historical As 
Home. 21, Albemarle-street, W1. 
INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
Mechanics in Relation of Structural Engineering, 
pl P. L. Capper. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, >‘) *- 

i p.m. 
INDUSTRIAL WELFARE SociETy.—One-day cours< °° 
“ Preparing a Supervisor Training Scheme,” "0?" 
Hyde House, Bryanston-square, W1. 9.45 a.m. : 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—A0 0 
dinner. Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W1.  7.' 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27 
BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties AA.—“ Covent 
Cathedral,” by Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, ARSA, FR!» 
Birmingham Art Gallery. 6 p.m. oat 
INSTITUTE OF Buinene.—Anemel dinner. Gro 


Hall, Princes-street, EC. 7.15 p.m. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Hospital at Doha, Persian Gulf 


T= Government of Qatar, Persian 
Gulf, invite architects to submit 
designs in competition for the new State 
Hospital proposed to be erected on a site 
adjacent to the town of Doha, capital of 
the Sheikhdom of Qatar. For the pur- 
pose of the competition the word “ Archi- 
tect’? means any person registered under 








Photo: Hunting Aerosurveys. 


Aerial view of the site of the proposed Doha hospital. 
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Properee Men Beee 
. 


An example of the local architecture. ws Bae a ” TPES cen ee eS 


the Architects (Registration) Acts, 1931 gig ee pee Nea hee ae eg pee ee 

and 1938. Mr. Alexander S. Gray, Gees ete 

FRIBA, of Messrs. W. H. Watkins, aves ee oo 

Gray and Partners, will act as assessor. bee sae 4: ng . 
Awards will be: Design placed first, 
£1,250; second, £1,000; third, £750. 


Designs must reach Capt. J. E. Stone, 
CBE, MC, FSAA, Hon. Secretary and 
lreasurer, International Hospitals. Federa- 
tion, 10, Old Jewry, London, EC2, not later 
than noon on August 15 next, from whom 
conditions are obtainable on deposit of —- 
3gns. Questions by March 31 next. a a: eae! A Oe En. 

A plan of the site, showing levels, two RS rae ee 
aerial photographs and some views of Doha 
are supplied with the conditions. The site wie i AR A EE sce 
is rectangular, 1,300 ft. by goo ft., gently 
sloping northwards and looking over inter- 
vening houses to the coast. ees ee cae 

‘The hospital is to be designed in harmony 
with the existing buildings of the town, which ak Tne: ne. a Oe : e iotes , 
are built of stone, mud and plaster of a pre- | 
dominant sand colour, and to afford protection 
against the great heat and humidity of the ce ERASED ITI 
summer months, also against flies and dust. 
he main buildings are to be provided with an Otte, 
air-conditioning system. No representation Bee," pie et 
of human or animal forms in sculpture or ‘1 a GA sates 
decoration is permitted. All buildings are =, % eS ; ; west 
to have accessible flat roofs with parapets, and hid Way 3 1—te — aaah 
parts of the roofs are to have pergolas or PAR AL ee ee ao 
loggias to provide shade. ‘ 7 ; - a ene 

Local materials available include, for wor eyes 
external walls, limestone random masonry ni a sacar i 
fill ' in with “‘ faroush” panelling rendered 
Over; {or partitions, thin coral panels cut Be i 
into rough rectangles; gypsum for hard ; 
Earring; sand (very salt) unsuitable for 3° : 3 i 
a “grade concrete, but suitable for plaster- 

&; and for aggregate crushed stone. All 


ther martect . ‘ MI 
other rnaterials will have to be imported. Site plan. ‘ 
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Sheffield University 

HEFFIELD UNIVERSITY invite archi- 
tects in Great Britain who, at the time 

of the award, are registered under the Archi- 
tects Registration Acts, 1931 and 1938, to 
submit in competition designs for the new 
University buildings to be erected on sites in 
Western Bank and adjacent areas which will 
form part of the University central precincts. 





THE BUILDER 


The competition will be for a proposed 
new Library and for proposed new buildings 
for departments of the Faculty of Arts and 
for Administration. In addition, competitors 
will be asked to prepare a layout (which should 
indicate positions and heights) of the following 
buildings: Physics Department; Medical 
School; Refectories and Staff House; 
Students’ Union (large hall and other accom- 
modation); central boiler house; and 
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extension to Chemistry Department, the 
intention being that the Library and the 
Arts and Administrative buildings wil! take 
their proper place in the final design. 

The assessors (as stated in our last issue) 
will be Sir Percy Thomas, PP.RIBA. Mr. 
F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr. Gerard 
Young, JP, Pro-Chancellor of the Uni, eTsity, 
Premiums are: £5,000, £3,000 and £2,000, 
Conditions are obtainable on deposit of {2 
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SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY COMPETITION : The site plan, 
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from the Secretary to the Competition, the 
University, Sheffield, 10. The last day for 
questions is March 14, and the closing date 
October 1 next. 

The competition is only for the Library 
and Arts and Administration buildings, 
although competitors are asked to layout 
the whole scheme to a small scale. The 
promoters will be under no obligation to 
employ the successful architect for the 
remaining buildings, but reserve the right to 
utilise the layout for future buildings should 
they so desire. It is their intention to proceed 
with the work and £4,000 of the first premium 
will be paid to the successful architect on 
account of fees, the remaining £1,000 being 
payment for the layout. 


Estimates are to be based on costs of labour 
and materials ruling at June 1 next. 


The promoters’ intentions are set out in a 
foreword to schedules of requirements and 
accommodation. After stating that in ten 
years the full-time students have increased 
threefold and may still increase further, the 
foreword makes it clear that the sites and 
surroundings should be treated as one whole 
and with particular regard to the varying 
gradients, and proceeds to analyse these 
sites which are lettered on plan on facing page. 
For the Library, first in the University order 
of priority, Site C, preferably, or Site B could 
be made available. Administration should 
be placed at the natural focus of the layout 
but need not be housed in a separate building, 
but students’ new cloak- and locker-rooms 
must be placed near to Arts and centrally 
for other departments. If necessary a com- 
bination of the Library with some Arts depart- 
ments (such as Architecture) would not be 
ruled out. 

The conditions contain schedules of require- 
ments and accommodation of buildings 
required for Section A and of those required 
to be disposed in Section B (in this section, 
sketch elevations of the frontages to Western 
Bank and Brookhill to show how the new 
buildings will harmonise with existing Uni- 
versity buildings are called for). Also given 
are plans and photographs of existing 
University buildings. 
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Farm Buildings and the Great Floods 


FOLLOWING the widespread da 


mage done to the East coast 


by the Floods on 


epoxy! $5, “ eee Mr. Gerhard Rosenberg, ARIBA, AMTPI, AMIBAE, 
o visit Last Anglia and to record his impressions of the effect of flooding on buildings, 
particularly farm buildings. While his comments are not intended to entice official 
reports, they have authenticity by reason of being based on a spot survey at an early stage 
(February 7-8) by an architect with a specialised knowledge of agricultural building. 


—Epiror. 


By GERHARD ROSENBERG, ARIBA, AMTPI, AMIBAE 


T is too early for an assessment of the 
exact extent and nature of the devas- 
tation which the floods of January 31 
have caused, even if the scope of such an 
estimate is to be restricted to the actual 
damage done to buildings, and further 
restricted to an estimate of the damage 
done to farm buildings. Nevertheless 





one can make a more or ‘ess shrewd 
qualitative guess, by looking at a typical 
area and drawing some conclusions which 
may fairly be applied to other areas where 
the samme forces have been at work. It is 
in that belief that the following notes 
have been compiled and they are sub- 
mitted with all diffidence in anticipation 





Left: Sheds and 44 in. walls are no match for turbulent waters. Here is a large slab 

of brickwork laid flat on its side, broken off about 18 ins. from the ground. Right : 

Walls of yards and garden fence walls are particularly vulnerable, unless they have 
rounded corners or are buttressed. (Photographs on this page by Gerhard Rosenberg.) 





; ini 7 h was taken in Salthouse, Norfolk. Right : 
Left : The w hes large holes into walls that stand in its path. This photograp lt 0 
7 rhudnaeke mubhieaeaiee-aeauane abd to break down sharp corners of buildings to produce a smooth streamlined flow. In 
the process they destroy even strongly built corners. Once the corner is breached, the gable wall is soon torn away. 
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4 
The flow of water through a breach : two stress diagrams. These show how at sharp corners 


there is an area of suction followed without warning by an area of maximum pressure. In 
the unobstructed centre of the breach the pressure is much reduced. 





A Dutch farmstead on land that compares to the East Anglian Fens, ‘‘ De Krabbe”’ near 

Dordrecht (Architect Romke De Vries). The Dutch have never been convinced that it pays 

to skimp their farm buildings, yet it was a Dutch engineer who drained the Fens, and con- 
ditions on the two sides of the Channel are not very dissimilar. 
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of later and more authoritative statements. 

The Great Floods of 1947 are still yp. 
forgotten*—690,000 acres of farm land 
were flooded then. The cost to the nation 
was estimated at £20 million. In 1948. 
1,000 sq. miles of northern England and 
Scotland were flooded, in the worst flood 
for 50 years in that area. Then, in 1952, 
there was Lynmouth, and now the disaster 
of January 31. The struggle seems to be 
unceasing and the intensity of the disasters 
certainly seems to be on the increase, 
although we may take comfort from the 
fact that there has not been a recurrence of 
a flood in the same area twice over, in 
these last years, and that the work done 
by the Catchment Boards has stood up to 
the test. There can never be any 
*“Maginot Line mentality,’’ however. 
No defence will stand up to a freakish 
combination of adverse factors, nor is it 
intended even to attempt to create 100 per 
cent. security for the low-lying agricultural 
land. 


FEARS OF FUTURE DISASTERS 


Some people argue that the bigger and 
better the dykes and sea walls are, the 
worse will be the impact of any flood that 
penetrates or breaches them. ‘The pres- 
sure of the water will be greater, and there 
will be less chance for it to spread its 
turbulent power over a large area or to 
recoil. Buildings that have been safe 
from floods, or were only slightly affected 
in years past, were badly shaken this year, 
and their owners, rightly or wrongly, fear 
worse to come in future years. Whether 
this fear is justified or not must be decided 
from case to case and in the light of a full 
knowledge of the forces at work. : 

If it is justified, there will be need for 
thought by planners and architects. If 
it is not justified, the scope of the work of 
repair and reconstruction caused by the 





* An excellent description is contained in “ Harvest 
Home,”’ a COI Publication. HMSO, 1948, 2s. 





fodder lofts over them without too much loss of light. 


Left : A two-storey set of farm buildings in Germany (Reinhardt, Gleidingen), showing that it is possible to have covered yards with 


Such a construction would provide some high and dry floor area in the case 


of a flood. Right : Lightly built shelters collapsed, as this farm in the Fens collapsed after the 1947 floods, leaving the farmer without 


shelter for implements and livestock. Newman’s Farm, near Ely, sub 






merged for four weeks, was photo hed by ial photographer 
after the floods had subsided. (Photo by COD) eo ——e 
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flood disaster should prove to be limited in 
extent. 

Farmers have never been foolish enough 
to build within the areas endangered by 
floods, but bungalow dwellers have done 
so, and the worst devastation will probably 
have been caused to the more recent 
development of this sort. The older 
buildings, even where they were placed 
in apparently hazardous proximity to the 
sea walls, were cunningly planned so that 
they have often escaped almost unscathed. 
Farmers who work the marsh lands have 
usually some land on higher ground where 
their buildings are, and use the marshes 
for summer grazing only, or in some cases 
for ploughing. The heavy loss and 
damage will relate most probably to the 
land rather than to the buildings. Salt 
sterilises the land, and the longer the salt 
water lies on the land the worse it will be. 
Gates have been torn off, concrete fence 
posts have been broken off or bowled over, 
hay and straw stacks have been floated 
away bodily, but the damage to farm 
buildings does not seem to be of the sort 
that would justify an era of comprehensive 
reconstruction. In the Fens the case is 
somewhat exceptional. There, though 
the buildings have not been damaged to 
such an extent that they may be classed as 
a total loss, there may be sufficient incen- 
tive and sufficient means in a few instances 
to encourage the complete construction 
of a new set of buildings that will form, 
in themselves, an effective second line of 


A dairy farm for Long Eaton Co-operative 
Society, Long Eaton, Notts (7. N. Dominy, 
LRIBA, architect), where the cows are housed 
on the upper floor, the implements on the ground 
This farm is on low land behind the dykes 
of the River Trent, and was flooded in 1947. 


floor. 
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defence, if the main defences should 
ever again be breached. 


ANALOGY WITH BLAST 


The floods have acted on buildings in 
much the same way that bomb blast has 
worked its freakish will on the houses of 
our cities. Shacks and light sheds were 
swept and sucked away without much ado, 
and half-brick walls were laid down flat 
in large slabs. But it seems that normal 
brick and timber construction has stood 
up well. A strange feature is the large 
circular holes, perhaps 6 ft. or more in 
diameter, that were punched clean through 
a series of parallel walls, as if some huge 
boulder or battering ram had been used 
against the walls. Yet no sign of any such 
murderous tool is found on the site. In 
some cases the strong corners of buildings 
have suffered worse damage than the walls 
facing the onrush, and gable walls have 
been torn right off ; yet they were not in 
the way of the flood waters at all, but 
stood at right angles to the beach. How 
the water builds up at any corner and 
works until it has managed to ease its way 
to a comfortable radius is evident from 
the diagram on this page (from “‘ Landbau 
Forschung,” 2.1952). Once the corner is 
breached the gable wall is soon torn down. 
Only in a few of the cases of the 1947 
flood were foundations washed away 
though many were damaged, and there is 
no reason to think that there should be 
need for special precautions so far as 
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foundations are concerned, except where it 
is considered essential, for some good 
reason, to build on marsh land. Short 
bored pile foundations are likely to stand 
up better than trench foundations or 
no foundations at all, as is frequently 
discovered with old farm buildings. 
Some of the farms and houses that have 
been completely, submerged, and where 
the water even engulfed the roof, have 
lost fewer tiles than others that had been 
exposed to the full force of the gale, and 
windows were pushed in or out, with their 
frames, not in the wall that faced the 
water, but in some other wall that might 
be thought to be reasonably safe. Garden 
and fence walls have been tipped over 
flat, and some exposed brickwork is 
mauled so badly that it may have to be 
cut out and rebuilt. The damage to 
plaster and decorations, to internal walls, 
floors and woodwork is bound to be much 
more serious and lasting than a first 
superficial examination can show. Walls 
that have long been immersed in salt 
water—so it was found in Holland— 
hardly ever dry out. The only remedy 
is to line the inside with a damp-proof 
membrane, such as dovetail corrugated 
bituminous lath, and to _ replaster 
the whole of the affected parts. But, 
as far as a very preliminary inspection can 
ascertain, the devastation to farm build- 
ings is more in the nature of what one 
might compare to a light bomber raid 
than to a “saturation bombing” and, 
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from the builder’s or architect’s or 
planner’s point of view, the physical 
reconstruction measures are of an order 
of magnitude that one would expect after 
a widespread raid of the old-fashioned 
500-Ib. bomb kind. 


SAFETY IN CURVES? 


From inspection of the kind of damage 
done by the floods, one might venture to 
suggest an attitude to reconstruction 
analogous to safe “‘shelter’’ construc- 
tion. As in the building of air-raid 
shelters, there is little point at aiming 
at 100 per cent. safety. Nothing will 
keep out a direct hit, nor save a building 
in the direct path of a persistent flood of 
water through a breached dyke. How- 
ever, the comparison with bombing is not 
quite fair. It took the floods all of four 
hours to demolish a well-built house in 
1947 near the Southery road breach of the 
River Wissey on the Feltwell Fen. But 
after those four hours nothing but one 
corner remained standing. Limited safety 
could well be secured in any building 
liable to flood, i.e., secure access to a top 
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floor, and some provision for a safe 
escape from top floor or roof to the 
outside. Just as it has been found that 
in bombing it was the tall vertical struc- 
ture that stood up best to the blast, so 
would a well-knit self-contained vertical 
structure in a flood be expected to stand 
up well provided its corners were rounded 
off. A_ staircase in 9-in. brickwork, 
with landings and a floor in the roof and 
with rounded and possibly reinforced 
corners built without bond with other 
more vulnerable parts of the structure, 
would remain standing after the rest of 
the house has given way. The attic floors are 
most valuable in such an emergency, and 
there ought to be some way of easy access, 
some dormer or gable window through 
which one can get in and out and bring 
food, and pass even large pieces of furni- 
ture. Of course, the best precaution 
against flooding is to build on high ground. 


HOUSING CATTLE ALOFT 


After the 1947 floods of the River Trent 
near Nottingham, the Long Eaton Co-op- 
erative Society decided to rebuild on a 
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A small farm near Gainsborough (W. G. Benoy, ARIBA, architect). This farm was rebuilt 
in framed construction near the site of the buildings that were destroyed by 10 ft. deep floods, 


but the new buildings stand on hig 
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site which, in their opinion, was rather too 
close for safety to the dyke system. The 
Society’s architect designed for them a 
set of buildings which housed the cows 
on the upper floor, and kept machinery 
only on the lower floor. Such construc- 
tion is, of course, bound to be substantial 
and costly. It is also expensive in steel, 
But against this must be held the experi- 
ence of many other nations who find it a 
paying proposition to invest very heavily 
in their farm buildings. The Dutch, in 
particular, have always found it worth- 
while to put up tall, well-constructed 
farm buildings, even though they have 
no examples of an upstairs cowhouse 
among their plans. 

Another example of a completely new 
set of buildings to replace a set destroyed 
in the 1947 floods comes from the area near 
Gainsborough. There the architect moved 
to higher ground and designed a very 
compact set all under one roof. With 
British farm buildings there are no 
standard recommendations that anyone 
could make. There are not even any 
planning types. But the examples shown 
in these pages may give some useful ideas. 

It has long been the habit among 
farmers to think nothing of spending 
large sums on mechanical equipment. 
British farms have _ increased their 
mechanical equipment to over five times 
the prewar level. Farm buildings 
have not been regarded with equal 
generosity. It may be that the experience 
of the flood may lead to a revision of this 
attitude of tolerance towards makeshift 
buildings at least in those areas that have 
been directly affected. It is time that the 
pendulum should swing back from an 
over-valuation of the more complicated 
forms of mechanisation. It is only natural 
that a tenant farmer should invest in 
machines which are his own property 
rather than in his landlord’s buildings, 
and landlords find it hard to provide the 
necessary capital, even where the tenant 
agrees to the increased rental, to provide 
adequate buildings. Nevertheless, it is to 
be hoped that the opportunities that will 
arise out of the floods for a relatively 
small number of complete reconstructions 
of farm buildings will produce some 
schemes, which will prove convincirgly to 
the farmers in flood areas that buildings 
can be an important contributing actor 
to the efficiency, safety and satisfaction 
of their work. 


REDEVELOPMENT OF 
LYNMOUTH 
Intermediate Scheme Approved 


THE intermediate, or B, scheme (oF 
the redevelopment of Lynmouth, prepared 
by the planning officers of Devon County 
Council, was approved at a public me< tng 
at Lynmouth on February 12. !' 's 
estimated to cost £300,000. te 

At a recent meeting of Lynton Urban 
District Council letters were rece’ ed 
from hotel keepers and others raisng 
objections. to the scheme, but at 
meeting on February 12 only three peo)'« 
voted against giving an answer in fa\out 
of it. The plan has been approve’, 
principle, by Lynton Urban Council nd 
has alsd been approved by Devon Cov ty 
Council and other authorities. 
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Bedroom in sixth-floor flat. 
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HIS building indicates a solution of a typica 
post-war problem of filling in a narrow site ir 
a continuous high terrace where land values are high 
and maximum useful floor area is of first importance. 
The site is 19 ft. wide and 60 ft. deep at the west 
end of Pall Mall, overlooking Marlborough Hous: 
and St. James’s Palace. The building previousl, 
upon the site was war-destroyed. It was required 
to provide the maximum shop area on the ground floor, 
and office floor space above, which could easily be 
sub-divided and let off floor by floor if necessary. In 
addition two small flats were needed. The accom- 
modation comprises : 

Basement : Boiler room, lift motor room, automati« 
telephone equipment and general storage space. 
Ground floor: Wine merchants’ reception room, 
stockroom and office space. First to fourth floors 
Office space. Fifth floor: Board room and lavatory 
accommodation for entire building. Sixth and seventh 
floors: ‘Two small flats, containing living-room, 
bedroom, kitchen and bathroom. The staircase 
continues to the flat roof where the tanks are situated. 
A mutual fire escape route is provided in conjunction 
with the adjoining building. 

The building is steel-framed up to the fourth-floor 
level, above which the beams carrying the floor bear 
on the party walls. Floors are of fire-resisting con- 
struction and are mainly hollow pot. The front 
external wall is carried on beams, floor by floor, and 
consists of 9-in. brickwork with a 3-in. Portland stone 
slab facing. Steel casement windows are set directly 
in the stone surrounds. The floor finish on ground 
and first floors is wood block, and thermoplastic tiles 
on the office floors above. 

The office entrance corridor and staircase up to 
fifth floor is precast terrazzo tiles and slabs, with 
in situ terrazzo borders, and the walls are lined with 
terrazzo up to dado height. Terrazzo is also used 
in the fifth-floor lavatories as floor finish, wall lining, 
6 ft. 9 in. high, and for precast w.c. partitions and 
door frames. 

The reception-room window is of polished mahogany 
set in Portland stone surround, and the walls are 
panelled in oak. The bronze grille in the stall- 
board riser provides ventilation to the boiler room 
beneath. Heating and hot-water supply is by gas 
boilers automatically controlled by timeclocks and 
thermostats. The general contractors were Messrs. 
Harry Neal, Ltd., 117, Baker-street, London, W 1. 
Sub-contractors and suppliers were : 

_Steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.; concrete floors and staircases, Caxton 
Floors, Ltd. ; metal windows, Monk Patent Glazing Co., Ltd.; _ elec- 
trical installation, Duncan Watson, Ltd.; heating installation and hot- 
water supply, Benham and Sons, Ltd.; gas boilers, Ideal Boilers and 
Radiators, Ltd. ; lift, Marryat and Scott, Ltd. ; goods hoist, Hammond 
and Champness, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; 
rene to, ng — and Co., Ltd. ; wrought-iron balustrades, 

. : , Ltd.; wood block floors, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; thermo- 
plastic tile floors, Semtex, Ltd.; oak panelling, shop front, built-in 
furniture, Harry Neal, Ltd.; locks, Chubb Lock and Safe Co., Ltd. ; 


metal lettering, Adrian Stokes, Ltd.; sun blinds, Venetian Vogue, 
Ltd.; and lighting fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd. 


Managing director’s room, fourth-floor. 
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Chapel End House. Below : Site plan. 


FLATS AT CHINGFORD ROAD, WALTHAMSTOW 
for Walthamstow Borough Council 


F. G. SOUTHGATE, ARIBA, AMTPI, MIMunE, BOROUGH ARCHITECT 
C. F. KIMM, ARIBA, ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 

omission of the through hall ; instead a small entrance 
lobby is provided giving access to the living-room and 
kitchen and an internal lobby which serves the bed- 


HE site faces a main road and the buildings were 
This type of plan has now 


sited to allow for future road widening and to 
avoid the removal of some existing trees. The flats 


were the first to be built in the borough with the rooms and bathrooms. 
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generally been adopted and seems popular with the 
tenants as it gives a greater degree of privacy to the 
sleeping quarters and throws additional space into 
the kitchen. The construction is of load bearing walls 
faced with golden-brown facing bricks on the lower 
portion and finished with Derbyshire spar dash above ; 
the roofs are covered with dark-brown interlocking 
tiles. The floors are reinforced concrete with glass 
silk insulation and finished with mastic asphalt. Each 
flat has a built-in gas drying cupboard and the usual 
built-in fitments ; a small refuse chamber is provided, 
under cover, at ground-floor level, and the cycle and 
pram stores are also provided under cover near the 
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t 





main entrances. The contract price was £37,212, 
including ground works, etc. 

Quantity surveyors were Messrs. C. E. Ball and 
Partners, FF.RICS. The general contractors were 
Messrs. Davies Bros. (Buckhurst Hill), Ltd., the clerk 
of works being Mr. T. L. Chapman. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 

Sub-contractors—Oddi Asphalte, Ltd., mastic asphalt flooring ; 
Escott Bros., Ltd., electrical installations; B. Finch and Co., Ltd., 
metal balustrades. Suppliers.—General Light Castings, Ltd., fire 
surrounds ; Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., doors; J. G. Austin (Ilford), Ltd., 
kitchen fittings; Lockerbie and Wilkinson, Ltd., ironmongery; W. 
James and Co., Ltd., metal windows and doors; Clark Hunt and Co., 
Ltd., sanitary fittings; Idea! Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., neofires and 
firerads ; A. C. Bloomfield, garden layout; W. A. Skinner and Co., 
Ltd., feneing 








UPPER FLOOR PLAN 
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General view from Finsbury Market 


WAREHOUSE AND OFFICES, 
VANDY STREET, 
FINSBURY MARKET, EC 


E. H. EAMES AND S. KEEN, 
AA.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 


Detail of main entrance. 
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Finsbury Market elevation as it will be 
when the project is complete 


HIS building, erected in 1949-1950, was designed 
to provide office and warehouse accommoda- 
tion for Messrs. Douglas Harding and Sons, Ltd., 
rope and twine manufacturers. The building, here 
illustrated, represents the first stage of a five-storey 
warehouse and office block, and provision has been 
made in the structure for the future extension. This 
first phase of the project comprises offices, canteen, 
kitchen and warehouse on the ground floor, with 
goods lift, steel chute and staircase leading from the 
loading dock down to the basement, all of which is 
used for warehousing. ‘The basement is lighted by 
high-level windows set in concrete frames. 

The construction is as follows: Reinforced 
concrete frame, foundations, roof and floors designed 
to take a loading of 200 Ib. per square foot with 
columns generally on a 21-ft. grid, panels externally 
infilled with windows and_ brickwork. Parapet 
walls are covered with copper. 


External finishes are plum coloured facing bricks 
and tyrolean rendering broken up into panels with 
aluminium tees. 

The entrance hall has Hopton Wood terrazzo 
tiles to the floor, mahogany boarding to the back 
wall, with the remainder of the walls plastered. 
Floors to all offices and corridors are in Muhuhu 
woodblock. All walls (except the directors’ office 
and board room, which are panelled) are plastered 
and distempered. ‘The warehouse area is of fair- 
faced concrete distempered—with granolithic floors. 


KEY TO PLANS 
GROUND FLOOR. 


1. ENTRANCE HALL. 11. CANTEEN 

2. FUTURE LIFT WELL. 12, 13 & 14. LAVATORIES 
3. INQUIRY SPACE. 15. OVERSEER 

4. GENERAL OFFICE. 16. LOADING BANK 

5. ACCOUNTANT. 17. COVERED LOADING DOCK, 
6. DIRECTORS. 18. Goops LIFT 

7. DIRECTORS’ LAVATORY 19. GOODS CHUTE. 

&. BOARD-ROOM. 20. WAREHOUSE. 

9. KITCHEN. 21. TRAVELLERS’ OFFICE 

10. STORE. 22. OFFICE. 


23 & 24. INTERVIEW ROOMS. 


LOWER GROUND FLOOR. 
1. METER ROOM. 4. GOODS CHUTE. 
2. FUTURE LIFT WELL. 5. GOODS LIFT. 
3. WAREHOUSE. 6. BOILER-ROOM. 
7. FUEL STORE, 
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Lower ground-floor plan. 
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A garage has been provided 
which is steel framed with trusses 
covered with asbestos and patent 
glazing. Sliding folding doors, 
46 ft. wide, open up the whole of 
the width of the garage to the road. 


Low-pressure hot water is pro- 
vided from coke-fired boilers 
located in a boiler house beneath 
the loading dock. 


The main’ contractors were 
Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., who 
were also responsible for the 
electrical and joinery work and the 
structural steelwork. Following is 
a list of sub-contractors: 


Reinforced concrete, Bradford’s ; 
metal windows, Henry Hope, Ltd. ; 
concrete window mullions, Lenscrete, 
Ltd. ; goods lift, Keighleys ; terrazzo, 
Standard Pavements, Ltd.; wood 
block, Stevens and Adams; _iron- 
mongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; 
heating, W. G. Cannon and Sons, Ltd.; 
balustrading, Haskins ; folding sliding 
doors, Bolton Gate Company ; lighting 
fitters, Troughton and Young 
(Lighting), Ltd. 


WAREHOUSE AND OFFICES, VANDY STREET, FINSBURY MARKET, EC 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am an old London erchitect— 
I was on my first building in 1894 
and have been building ever since. I 
therefore know something about building 
costs, but although I have read articles 
in your paper and several other papers all 
giving various reasons for this shocking 
increase in cost not one strikes at the real 
root of the matter. 
Why does not somebody with some 
influence tell the truth and blame the men 
who to-day do only half the work per hour 
which their grandfathers did? The 
builder’s labourer to-day does half the work 
for five times the money so the labour on 
the job costs ten times as much. Fancy a 
boy of 16 earning £8 to £10 a week and 
others £10 to £12 a week! They are 
better off than a Member of Parliament. 
The same with concrete—it takes twice 
as long to mix by machinery as it did by 
hand. Then take a hefty bricklayer 
laying one brick a minute when his 
grandfather easily laid two, and these were 
hand-made stocks, not the perfect pressed 
bricks of to-day, and so it goes on through 
the trade. 


The trade unions have fixed it all up 
so that the men who do an honest day’s 
work like their grandfathers did, but as 
piecework, get nearly double the fixed 
hourly rate for the job; this is the truth, 
but there it is. The men and their 
unions have got us by the throat and are 
bleeding the poor old country white. 
They are now demanding a further 6d. 
an hour, and so it will go on I suppose 
until something is done and a firm stand 
taken against it. 

It is useless talking of more mechanisa- 
tion and co-operation between the archi- 
tect and the builder while these restrictive 
practices on output persist. 


Frepk. J. Harrrncton [PASI]. 


31, Craven-street, 
Strand, WC2. 


A CONTRACT POINT 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have been very interested and 
have considerably improved my 
knowledge of the RIBA Form of Contract 
from your correspondents’ arguments in 
recent issues. 


But surely there can be no ambiguity in 
a form which has no value until agreement 
and signature are complete ? This docu- 
ment, like most other forms, has but one 
fundamental object, equity. Any amend- 
Ment or omission of part of the document 
as a form would remove this equity. It 
States the full range of stipulations and 
conditions on which the contractor can 
negotiate prior to accepting the contract. 


Where sections or phrases of the form 
are deemed unnecessary to or are in con- 
flict with a particular contract, it becomes 
simply a matter of mutual agreement con- 
cerning deletion of incompatible parts. 
I can assure your readers that such adjust- 
ments do, in fact, take place. 


THE BUILDER 


Obviously a tenderer ought to clear 
this point with the employers prior to 
or at least to include his require- 

adjustments with his 
tender. _If the form is unwittingly 
accepted in its entirety, the whole position 
is quite clear within the form; because 
now it has become a contract document, 
it sets a time limit and places the onus 
upon the contractor to take certain steps 
to resolve discrepancies, divergencies, 
etc. Failing such action on the part 
of the contractor, it then places the 
whole matter entirely at the discretion of 
the architect. 


The sections dealing with the last two 
points are the most comprehensive safe- 
guards that the employer has against the 
unscrupulous who would seek to make 
capital out of the meaning of words when 
they find their job is not going too well. 
Any question of breach or nullity of 
contract on matters concerning variations 
is quickly and unassailably dealt with by the 
phrase, No Variation shall vitiate the 
contract. 


Another interesting point is that the 
employer may, but has not got to, employ 
an inspector, thus disposing of any claim 
for silent consent of works through absence 
of inspection during the progress of the 
works. ‘The employer is free to inspect 
when and how he chooses without refer- 
ence to the contractor. 


It is not unusual for clerks of works’ 
instructions to be considered of doubtful 
legality ; this is easily cleared up under 
section 1 whereby the contractor is 
responsible, within a time limit, to seek 
written confirmation of all instructions, 
directions, explanations, etc., whether 
given by the architect, his representative 
or the clerk of works. 

Finally, the architect’s representative 
seems to be a very broad term, and would 
appear to include any person the architect 
chooses to grant authority to act on his 
behalf. I wonder what other readers’ 
views are on this point ? 


H. E, Campsett [MICW]. 
40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 


COMPETITION AND SMALL 
BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 

IR,—Whilst agreeing with Mr. D. 

Spencer in his contention that build- 

ing costs can be reduced by better 

organisation, I cannot accept his assump- 

tion that the small builder will necessarily 

go to the wall under more intensive 
competition. 

The small builder is usually his own 
estimator, cost accountant, buyer, site 
agent and all. This “Pooh Bah” is 
“paid for his services” out of the so- 
called profit, whereas a large firm pays a 
salary to a separate person for each of 
these necessary functions. Here, surely, 
is where the small builder can make 
reductions in overhead costs to meet the 
exigencies of a buyers’ market. 

The small builder does much of his 
desk work in his “ spare” time in order 
to devote working hours to site supervision. 
In other words, he is willing to put in a 
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Cc. 
1, Fitzroy-street, Hull. 


“ ENQUIRY” or“ INQUIRY” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


In new verb formations it is etymologic- 
ally preferable to use “en-” before 
derivatives from the French, “en-” 
having been a French prefix originally. 
Similarly, it is etymologically preferable 
to use “‘in-” (originally a Latin prefix) 
before words derived from the Latin. 
(There are the exceptions, inevitable ot 
course, in anything to do with the English 
language—“‘em-”’ before “b” and 
“bp,” always ; occasionally before “‘ m.”’) 

“ Inquire” has the derivation from the 
Latin “ quaero,” therefore it would seem 
that it is preferable to use “ inquire” 
from the point of view of correctness. 


So much for etymological correctness. 

Now as to the general usage at the present 
time. I will quote from Mr. Eric 
Partridge’s book, “ Usage and Disa- 
busage ”’ : 
*“ Enquire ” is superseding “ inquire ”’ ; 
enquiry,” “inquiry”’ . . . (But 
Webster’s maintains the opposite: ‘ “In- 
quire,” etc., have for the most part super- 
seded “ enquire,” etc.)’ 

And as for the Oxford Dictionary, that 
authority gives one the choice of both 
prefixes. 

My personal opinion is that one 
should choose one form of spelling or 
the other, and that it is undesirable to use 
two alternative spellings of a word as 
were shown in the illustration which set 
your correspondent wondering. 

P. Barpara Harris Piper. 

Moor Cottage, St. Stephen-in-Brannel, 

St. Austell, Cornwall. 
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Notes from Council Minutes 


THE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on February 3:— 

APPOINTMENTS : — 

RIBA Representatives on the Architects’ 
Registration Council for 1953-54. The Insti- 
tute is entitled to 24 representatives this year, 
and the following were appointed :—Harold 
Anderson (F), D. H. Beaty-Pownall (A), J. T. 
Castle (A), L. A. Chackett (F), Anthony 
Chitty (F), Dr. F. F. Curtis (A), A. G. Shep- 
pard Fidler (F), R. O. Foster (F), P. G. Free- 
man (F), P. K. Hanton (F), J. K. Hicks (F), 
Cecil Kennard (F), Howard VY. Lobb (F), 
E. D. Lyons (A), E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (F), 
S. W. Milburn (F), T. E. North (F), Denis 
Poulton (F), A. L. Roberts (F), W. A. Rut- 
ter (F), Ernest See] (F), H. G. C. Spencely 
(F), R. H. Uren (F), C. S. White (F). 

RIBA Representatives on Admission Com- 
mittee, ARCUK, for 1953-54. The follow- 
ing four representatives were appointed :— 
L. A. Chackett (F), C. J. Epril (F), Martin 
Lidbetter (F), Denis Poulton (F). 

Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment Housing Medals, 1953: Chairman of 
Regional Awards Committee:—Region No. 
5.—London: Sir Charles Mole, MVO, OBE, 
(F); Region No. 6.—Southern: Colonel 
R. F. Gutteridge, TD, (F). 

Public Works and Municipal Services Con- 
gress: RIBA Representative on Executive 
Committee: P. F. Burridge (F) in place of 
J. Lewis Womersiey (A). 

Georgian Group Conference, Cheltenham, 
March 23-26, 1953: RIBA Delegate: Eric 
Cole (F). 

RIBA Representative on Codes of Practice 
Sub-Committees conwened by the Institution 
of Structural Engineers on Prestressed Con- 
crete and Factory-made Precast Reinforced 
Concrete Components: L. W. Elliott (A). 

RIBA Representatives on BSI Committees. 
(i) British Standards for Artists’ Materials: 
Conference to consider Formulation of 
Standards: Peter Shepheard (A), Lawrence 
Wright (A). 

(ii) LBC/18: Laboratory Furniture and 
Fittings: C. C. Handisyde (A), C. W. Sully 
(A): 

The Honorary Associateship. The secre- 
tary reported that the following had accep- 
ted the Council’s nomination for election 
as Honorary Associates :—Sir Leigh Ashton, 
director, the Victoria and Albert Museum; 
Sir Ernest Gowers, GCB, GBE, chairman, 
Harlow Development Corporation; Eric 
Gregory, chairman of Messrs. Lund Hum- 
phries, and hon. treasurer, Institute of Con- 
temporary Arts; Gordon Russell CBE, RDI, 
FSIA, director, the Council of Industrial 
Design. 

The Honorary Corresponding Member- 
ship. The Secretary reported that Professor 
Joseph Plecnik (Jugoslavia) had accepted the 
Council’s nomination for election as an 
Honorary Corresponding Member. 

Direct Election to the Fellowship. On the 
recommendation of the Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects, Roderic Walter Vol- 
ler (A), Past-President of the Queensland 
Chapter, RAIA, was elected to the Fellow- 
ship under the provisions of the Supple- 
mental Charter of 1925, Section IV, Clause 
4. 
International Union of Architects: Fourth 
Assembly and Congress, 1955. It was agreed 
to invite the International Union of Archi- 


tects to hold the Fourth Assembly and Con- f, 
gress in London in the summer or autumn i 
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of 1955, and that if the invitation be 
accepted, this Congress will take the place of 
the British Architects’ Conference in that 


year. 

Hospital Planning and Construction. The 
Council approved the action taken by the 
Hospitals Committee, in association with the 
Nuffield Trust, in agreeing with the Ministry 
of Health arrangements for the better co- 
ordination of the study of hospital design 
and planning. It had been agreed that there 
was a gap which could be filled with the 
aid of the Ministry by means of sifting, col- 
lating and disseminating the results of 
research. The proposals for further con- 
sideration were that the Ministry should 
undertake this responsibility with the assist- 
ance of an advisory group composed of 
experts in the field of hospital planning. 

National Survey of Obsolescent Property 
in connection with the Rent Restriction Acts. 
The President reported that he had been in 
correspondence with the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government with a view to offer- 
ing the assistance of the profession in any 
action which might be taken regionally or 
locally in regard to the survey and restora- 
tion of obsolescent housing property. The 
Minister had expressed his appreciation of 
the suggestion and had suggested that further 
study of the proposals would be necessary. 

The President’s action was approved and it 
was agreed to leave it to the Town and 
Country Planning and Housing Committee 
to go further into the matter with a view to 
discussing it with representatives of the 
Ministry. 


OBITUARY 
HERBERT A. WELCH, FRIBA 


WE regret to record the death, at 

Mundesley-on-Sea, on Feb.uary 13, 
of Mr. Herbert Arthur Welch, FRIBA, 
of the firm of Welch and Lander. He 
was 69. 

Herbert Welch was articled to Thomas 
Farrall, of Sherborne, after which he spent 
three years at London University, where in 
1907 he won the first award in architectural 
design. In practice with his partner Hollis, 
he designed many houses and other buildings 
in Hampstead Garden Suburb, where he 
himself had lived for many years, and 
where he had, until 1911, worked with 
Raymond Unwin. The Golders Green war 
memorial (1914-18) was his work, as were 
Hendon Central fire station (won in competi- 
tion); Drage’s rebuilding, High Holborn 
(1922-23); alteration to the Spencer Hotel, 
Portman-street ; flats at Eastbourne; and 
many country houses, housing schemes and 
business premises. 

In 1930 he took into partnership Messrs. 
N. F. Cachemaille Day and F. J. Lander, 
and the firm designed some remarkable 
churches, one of which, St. Saviour’s, Eltham, 
gained the London Architecture Medal, 1933. 
Following the 1939-45 War, in partnership 
with Mr. Lander, Welch designed a number 
of important commercial buildings, including 
the Lapointe Machine Tool factory, Watford, 
and 63, Pall Mall (illustrated in this issue). 
He also designed the Ashton Playing Fields 
and Pavilion, Woodford; St. Barnabas’ 
Church, Adeyfield, Hemel Hempstead; and 
branch offices for the Midland and Barclays 
Banks. He was for some years a member of 
the RIBA Council; was chairman of the 
Practice Standing Committee ; and a member 
of the Competitions Committee. Elected 
ARIBA in 1911, he became Fellow in 1924. 

and i 
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Suburb and in Hoxton, where for many years 
he was a manager of the boys’ club attached 
to the Maurice Hostel. He will be much 
missed in many places and sympathy will go 
to his widow and two . The 
cremation will be at Golders Green to-day 
(Friday) at 3 p.m. 


T. H. LYON, MA(Cantab). 

Tue death took place on January 25, 
at Ilsington, near Newton Abbot, of 
Mr. Thomas Henry Lyon, MA (Cantab.), 
the first Director of Design in the 
University of Cambridge. He was 83. 

Articled to Watson and Watson, of Tor- 
quay, Lyon spent some time as improver with 
W. D. Carée, and had won the AA bronze 
medal for design before setting up in practice. 
His buildings included St. George’s Cathedral, 
Adelaide ; Sidney Sussex College Chapel ; 
restoration of Old Court, also new buildings 
at Corpus Christi; 1914-18 War Memorial 
Chapel, King’s College; and other work 
at Trinity, Peterhouse and Pembroke Colleges, 
Cambridge. He also designed St. Augustine’s 
Church, Wembley Park ; and nurses’ quar- 
ters, Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge. 
A Fellow of Corpus Christi, he was appointed 
Director of Design in 1920, retiring in 1936 
to his home at IlJsington, near Newton 
Abbot, where he designed a number of 
houses and other buildings. During the 
1914-18 War he accompanied Sir Geoffrey 
Butler on the Balfour Mission to America. 


C. H. JAMES, RA 


THE MEMORIAL SERVICE for the late 
Mr. C. H. James, RA, FRIBA, will be 
held at the Church of St. Dunstan in the 
West, Fleet-street, at 1.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, February 26. 


A. LEONARD CRABB, LRIBA 


We regret to record the death on Feb- 
ruary 3 at his home in Carmarthen of 
Mr. A. Leonard Crabb, LRIBA. He 
was 59. Mr. Crabb had been in private 
practice in Carmarthen for many years, 
and had previously been on the staff of 
Carmarthenshire County Council. He 
was elected a Licentiate of the RIBA 
in 1925. 


ALFRED D. SAYERS, FRIBA 


We regret to record the death on 
February 9, of Mr. Alfred Douglas 
Sayers, FRIBA, of Selsdon, Surrey. 


H. DONALD HOPE 


We regret to announce the death, 
which occurred in Malta, of Mr. H. 
Donald Hope, chairman of Messrs. Henry 
Hope and Sons, Ltd., heating and window 
frame specialists, of Smethwick. He 
was 84. 

Mr. Hope was well known among architects 
in London and elsewhere, and in the building 
trade generally. On leaving school he joined 
the family business, founded by his father, 
and in 1909 became chairman of the company. 
Under his energetic leadership the metal 
window-frame side of the concern was 
developed, and Hope’s frames became known 
all over the world. He was generally ack- 
nowledged to have a first-class intelligence 
but, as he shunned publicity, in the words of 
Professor Thomas Bodkin, writing in The 
velo Post,“ ving ti family — — 

opportunity of knowing 
assiduous reader and collector of fine books, 
an enlightened lover of the visual arts, 4% 
ardent and enterprising gardener and—in his 
younger days—a good com le shot 
and golfer. As a club man he was popular. 
As a host he was peerless.” 
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Problems of High-Density Building 


SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD ON THE HIGH PADDINGTON SCHEME 


Tat viewed in the perspective of the 
housing movement of the last 
hundred years, the very direction of the 
thought of the architects of the High 
Paddington housing scheme seemed to 
be out of line, was the conclusion reached 
by Proressor Sir WiLi1am Ho.rForp, 
FRIBA, MTPI, in a recent broadcast 
talk on problems of high-density building, 
a shortened -version of which we repro- 
duce below. Sir William Holford said :— 


The Americans have a word for them 
they call them High Rise apartments. 
And you can see them over there in all 
styles and sizes, from Tudor City, near the 
United Nations building in New York, 
to the new Lakeside Apartments in 
Chicago, lately designed by Mies van der 
Rohe, and looking like an architectural 
abstraction by Mondrian. 

France has had a touch of High Rise 
also. ‘Twenty years ago and more, Le 
Corbusier published his dream of La Ville 
Radieuse, showing a large area of the 
slums of Paris cleared and replanned with 
skyscraper offices and tall blocks of flats. 
And now he has just completed, at Mar- 
seilles, the first actual example of his 
Unité d’Habitation—a block that is deep 
and wide as well as high; standing free 
in an open landscape, with its own shops 
on its intermediate floors. So there, at 
least, shortage of land was not the only 
reason—or even the chief reason—that 
caused these dwellings to rise vertically 
instead of spreading horizontally. But in 
Britain, quite recently, land shortage has 
been more than a contributory cause of the 
appearance of high-density housing, 
including point blocks of 11 floors at 
Roehampton, cliff-like slabs in Holborn 
and Finsbury, and a single nine-floored 
tower, The Lawn, in the new town of 
Harlow. The constant exhortations of 
Ministers to save agricultural land have 
in turn released the inhibitions of archi- 
tects ; and the more adventurous among 
them have produced designs which stress 
the third dimension. 


THIRTY-STOREY BLOCKS 


_ Such a project is High Paddington. It 
is an idea, conveyed by words and draw- 
ings in a recently published book* and by 
a model. It was conceived by Sergei 
Kadleigh and Patrick Horsburgh—two 
architects to whom we owe a vote of 
thanks, if for nothing more than shaking 
us out of our semi-detached complacency. 
he project shows that by covering some 
18 acres of the existing goods yard behind 
Paddington station with a great reinforced 
concrete slab, over 8,000 people could be 
housed in a series of apartment blocks 
340 ft.—or over 30 storeys—in height. 
Between the apartment blocks and the 
railways tracks is shown an intermediate 
layer, 100 ft. thick, covering the entire 
site and proposed for use as goods depots, 
warehouses, and car parks, and at least 
one big department store. And it is 
Suggested that commercial rents for this 
Property would help to reduce the resi- 





“High Paddington. Iliffe Press. 7s. 64. 
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dential rents of the flats above and thus 
bring them within the rent-paying capac- 
ity of the average Paddington family. 
rhe cart, s0 to speak, is placed above the 
orse. 

_ Besides being an idea, High Paddington 
is also a portent. I do not believe that 
sheer shortage of land is anything more 
than an economic justification added to a 
scheme that grew from other motives. 
Serious land reclamation could be carried 
out for a fraction of the cost of High Rise 
apartments. And as an example of simple 
arithmetical calculation, the 50,000,000 
people of the British Isles could be housed 
in reasonably planned two-storeyed cot- 
tages on an area equivalent to that of the 
county of Kent. This would leave the 
remaining 98 per cent. of Britain’s land 
area to agriculture and forestry, mountain 
and moor. Much more significant, surely, 
is the Utopian urge to reconstruct the 
core of the old metropolis, to bring order 
out of disorder, to counter sprawl by con- 
centration, to create a symbol of efficiency 
—a Welfare City in a Welfare State. 
Eight years after the end of the war, the 
rebuilding of our towns calls out, impat- 
iently, for attention. 


TECHNICAL RESOURCES 


The inventive architect, fearing that 
progress will be slow and piecemeal, so 
that a whole generation may pass away 
without even a glimpse of the New 
Jerusalem here on earth, tries to fire the 
public imagination with even bolder and 
more drastic forms of reconstruction. 
Add to this the desire to exploit to the 
utmost our technical resources. We now 
know it is possible to build 400 ft. high 
on London clay. We can light and 
ventilate am enormous department store 
artificially, and without discomfort. We 
can operate high-speed and automatic 
lifts. We can sound-proof rooms. We 
can save all kinds of household labour by 
means of electric machines. A modern 
movement, whatever its historical period, 
is partly made up of a natural desire for 
this kind of exercise and adventure. 

So far, so good. The High Rise cities 
have at least two justifications for their 
existence—at least on paper. They are 
demonstrations of technical resource : 
inventive, imaginative, and daring. And 
they are also symbols of reconstruction : 
a series of challenges to Jaissez-faire. 

The real test of value, however, is 
whether the adventure is going to end in 
discovery, or whether it is just a fling. 

In our designs for living during the 
past 100 years, once the effects of the 
industrial revolution and of population 
growth had been appreciated, it is fair 
to say that the long-sighted enterprises 
have made the greater and the more 
typical contribution to this country’s 
development. It was on a long-term 
adventure that Ebenezer Howard em- 
barked in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. He was concerned with ends 
as well as means. Perhaps the means 
were not imaginative enough. At least 


ment of such proj 

in New York, the Unité d’Habitation in 

Marseilles, and High Paddington. 
ACTION AND REACTION 


in the mid-nineteenth century consisted 
only too often in herding factory workers 
into high-density terrace housing, with 
no compensation for the loss of fields and 
country pleasures except, perhaps, a kind 
of rough urban solidarity. Occasionally, 
by heroic sacrifice and effort, these mini- 
mum houses did become genuine family 
homes. A few of the groups, with more 
stable conditions than the average, deve- 
loped into real communities. And nearly 
all, by sheer conglomeration, grew into 
the size, if not the form, of cities. For the 
most part, however, the terms “ home,” 
or “community,” or “ city,” as applied 
to them, were simply a mockery. Against 
the back-to-back, and the tunnel-back 
houses, and the by-law street, the reformers 
protested and the tenants reacted. So, 
whenever housing came up above the 
poverty line, not only the householders 
themselves, but the builders and landlords 
also, set up a new ambition for the self- 
respecting family. That ambition was 
to own or lease a detached house, a semi- 
detached house, or a house with a garden— 
in that order of desirability. 

A similar reaction made itself felt in 
the wider activity of town building; a 
reaction against monotony, standardisation 
and slums. More and more people 
wanted to escape the factory chimneys 
and the taint of trade. And some of the 
fantasies of the garden suburb, both in 
England and America, were nothing less 
than symbols of liberation. Standards of 
comfort improved at the same time ; and 
so did all kinds of mechanical services. 
Not infrequently, since the turn of the 
century, the very types of housing from 
which the many were trying to escape 
were reintroduced or refurbished in 
fashionable localities for the benefit of the 
few. ‘Town houses were still terrace 
houses; and tenements had almost the 
same space standards as “ luxury ” flats. 

Meanwhile, quite a large section of the 
ever-growing population hac ach ieved 
at least a part of its ambitions: it had 
succeeded in building homes , even if these 
had seldom come together as real com- 
munities of cities. Progress, though it 
was following a zig-zag course, seemed 
to have established a main direction. The 
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grouping of dwellings, both architecturally 
(which is fairly simple) and socially (which 
is far more difficult) began to be a generally 
realisable objective after the second world 
war, and to a certain extent because of it. 
This also was a reaction, this time a 
reaction from the formless housing estate, 
from segregation and strap-hanging, from 
jerry building and from ribbon develop- 
ment. New towns, municipal housing 
schemes, and county schools can all 
provide remarkable evidence of what can 
be achieved by authorities building for the 
public and basing their layouts on some 
principles of design. 

I think these principles need formulating 
more clearly; some of them are not 
socially valid and all of them will have to 
face keen scrutiny on economic grounds. 
But at least they are long-sighted. We are 
not building slums. And it is fair to say 
that a hundred years from now some of the 
varied housing groups and neighbourhoods 
constructed since the war will be as valu- 
able an asset in the housing accounts as 
they are to-day. 

What contribution do the High Rise 
projects make to this process of develop- 
ment? It seems that, except in certain 
situations and under. special safeguards, 
they may easily result in taking a step 
backwards instead of forward. At the 
worst they may invert the process by which 
in this country, at any rate, we are making 
our way towards a better environment for 
the 50,000,000, an environment that is 
more free for the individual and the family 
because it is simpler, more feasible econo- 
mically, and—above all—more variable. 


ADAPTABILITY LACKING 

In High Paddington, for example, we 
have what is really the finite city of the 
Renaissance, with all its ingenuities 
brought up to date. Palmanova of the 
seventeenth-century Republic of Venice 
became quickly obsolete because it could 
not be accommodated to changes in 
military strategy. I believe that in this 
century High Paddington could not 
adapt itself to change—neither to social 
change nor to economic adjustment. 

The risk would be that, because of its 
size and complexity, and of the huge 
investment it would represent, it would 
remain ill-adapted but—occupied. High 
Paddington would be like a town composed 
entirely of railway carriages, for which no 
one could feel more than a passing interest 
and in whose future they would have no 
stake. The rate of obsolescence and the 
cost of maintenance would rise sharply. 
When novelty wears off and first-class 
maintenance standards fall, the project 
would have to rely on its basic qualities 
as housing. Fundamentally—although 
this comparison is a little simplified and 
sharpened—the towers of High Padding- 
ton would remain a series of by-law 
streets, 340 ft. long, raised vertically in the 
air instead of being stretched along the 
ground. Which is more or less where the 
story started; but instead of back-to- 
back we should have top-to-bottom dwel- 
lings. If a real cross-section of Padding- 
ton residents were to occupy the flats— 
and it is as reconstruction that the scheme 
must be judged—there might be juxta- 
position without neighbourliness. For 
the essence of the beehive habitation is the 
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independence and impersonality of the 
individual cell, while social cohesion 
flourishes on interdependence. My own 
view is that the High Rise apartments 
would be extremely convenient and suit- 
able for part of the population some of the 
time. They are an extension of the 
norm; and in the diffuse pattern of 
London they would be interesting and 
exciting. But I doubt if they would meet 
the needs of all kinds of Paddington 
families at any time; nor even of the 
exceptional family for the whole of its 
family life. 

I have said nothing of peak-hour traffic, 
the metropolitan curse ; nor of finance ; 
nor of the effect of high building on sur- 
rounding land. These are problems that 
we have to face. High Paddington, also, 
seems to me to have experimental value ; 
and it is certainly acting as a stimulus 
to thinking about the urban scene. Per- 
sonally, I find a great deal to think about 
in the idea sketched out by Kadleigh and 
Horsburgh in this book. Yet, viewed in 
the perspective of the housing movement 
of the last hundred years, the very direc- 
tion of their thought seems to me to be out 
of line. In spite of its energetic qualities, 
its proportions are monstrous rather than 
heroic. It shares with Stuyvesant Town 
in New York the defects of its scale. 
What should be a single point of concen- 
tration, for special use, in a free and open 
pattern, has been enlarged into a mass with 
a monotonously high density, and placed 
in a setting which cannot give it relief 
of any kind. 


In this way it seems to me to lose the 
aesthetic value of contrast, and the social 
value of putting the exceptional use into 
the exceptional building, so that ordinary 
dwellings would fall into patterns of 
much simpler form and much greater 
variety. 

«*» This talk by Sir William Holford, which was broad- 


cast in the BBC’s Third Programme, was reproduced 
in full in The Listener of February 12. 


HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS 
Institution’s Annual Dinner 


“WE are at the present time suffering 

from capital starvation in our in- 
dustry,” said SrR WAVELL WAKEFIELD, MP, 
at the annual dinner of the Institution of 
Heating and Ventilating Engineers at the 
Savoy Hotel, London, on February 11. Sir 
Wavell emphasised how fortunate it was 
that there should be a young man in the 
position of the Duke of Edinburgh who was 
so interested in research and _ industrial 
development of all kinds, and who realised 
the importance of the research to the future 
progress of the country. 

He went on to point out that in countries 
like America and Canada there was a nation- 
wide capacity for working hard, and he be- 
lieved that in the future people should be 
given facilities for research in every field of 
industry, and if they could do these things 
he had not the slightest doubt that the results 
would put this country back on top of the 
world. 

Mr. J. B. Kett, MIMechE, MIHVE, presi- 
dent of the Institution said there were 
various ways in which the Ministry of Fuel 
and Power and the Institution could be of 
mutual help, particularly with regard to the 
problem of designing highly efficient heating 
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installations. Another matter which con- 
cerned them was the Ridley Report. Though 
the views of the Institution had not been 
invited, they had submitted a statement 
on this report to the Ministry. Regearch in 
their industry had always been a difficult 
task, finance being not the least considera- 
tion. He believed that this country had got 
to take the lead in matters of research. 

Sir GEOFFREY VICKERS, VC, member of 
the National Coal Board, proposed the 
toast of “The Institution,” and in his 
remarks commented on the growing multi- 
plicity of the professions. He felt that it 
was practically impossible for the profes- 
sional man to belong to all the organisa- 
tions that he ought. 


INSTITUTE OF 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
Annual Dinner 


fPHE view that the present Government, 
like its predecessor, tended to regard 
the building industry as being something 
like a water tap to be turned full on or 
reduced to a mere dribble, or shut off 
altogether at will, was expressed by Mr. 
E. G. CornisH at the annual dinner and 
dance of the Institute of Quantity Surveyors 
at the Criterion, London, on February 13. 

Mr. Cornish presided in place of Mr. H. 
Vincent Grace, president of the Institute, 
who was absent owing to illness, and he 
responded to the toast of “The Institute,” 
which was proposed by Mr. KENNETH 
Linpy, FRIBA. 

Builders were being urged to modernise 
and mechanise their work, said Mr. Cornish, 
but it must be appreciated that firms could 
only contemplate the capital outlay for ex- 
pensive mechanisation provided they could 
be assured of reasonable continuity of work. 

There were, however, some good reasons 
for contemplating the present year in a 
spirit of hopefulness. For instance, the 
iniquitous development charge had been 
removed and the raising of the free licens- 
ing limit was a welcome step in the right 
direction. 

The problem of reducing building costs 
was one that must be faced. Present high 
costs were beginning to cause a fall in the 
demand for building work; the industry was 
gradually pricing itself out of business. 
There was a tendency for each branch of 
the industry to blame the other; to attribute 
responsibility for inefficiency and low pro- 
duction to every quarter and for all sides to 
unite in blaming the Government. It was 
possible that every section of the industry 
could find some way of functioning more 
efficiently. There was no single feature 
which was likely to bring down building 
costs with a run. 

Continuing, Mr. Cornish made a plea that 
quantity surveyors should be consulted early 
in the discussions on all new building pro- 
jects. If their assistance was sought in the 
preliminary stages, they could often make 
useful contributions to the discussions which 
could have material effect in saving unneces- 
sary expense. ; 

Referring to the position of the Institute. 
he said that in every sphere it continued 
to gain well-merited recognition. 

Mr. KENNETH Linpy, FRIBA, also spoke 
of the high standing of the Institute of 
Quantity Surveyors and said that membership 
was now in the region of about 2,000. 

The toast of “The Guests” was proposed 
by Mr. Jonn Greco, MIOB, a past-pres!- 
dent of the Institute, and Mr. ANTHONY 
GREENWOOD, JP, MP, replied. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Rebuilding London 
QO’ February 11 Mr. CHARLES JAN OrrR- 
Ewinc asked the Minister of Works 
whether he could now make a statement 
about licences for rebuliding Central 
London. 

Mr. Ecc es said that the Government had 
decided that licences might be granted for a 
number of projects to a total value of £10m. 
in Central ‘London. Most of the schemes 
selected were those which would bring 
benefit to the balance of payments and the 
majority of the buildings would be in the 
City. Many of the schemes would provide 
employment for stonemasons. 


Builders’ Conferences 

On February 17 Mr. Percy WELLS 
asked the Minister of Works whether a 
decision to refer to the Monopolies Com- 
mission the activities of the London 
Builders’ and Regional Builders’ Con- 
ferences had yet been reached. 

Mr. Eccies: No decision has yet been 
taken. 

Mr. WELLS then asked the Minister how 
many contracts had been awarded by his 
Department to builders who had not signed 
the declaration drawn up by his Department 
and since adopted by a number of local 
authorities, the object of which was to 
curtail the activities of the London Builders’ 


Conference. ’ 
Mr. Ecctes said that the declaration had 
been issued by his Department since 


October 1, 1951, with tenders for all build- 
ing works over £3,000 in any part of the 
country. One hundred and sixty-five con- 
tracts had been awarded to firms which 
had not signed the declaration. 

In reply to a further question by Mr. 
Wells, Mr. Eccies said that up to the end 
of January last 457 firms had signed the 
declaration: approximately 53 of these were 
in the London area. 


Storm Damage to Timber 


On February 10 Mr. Stuart, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, giving details of the storm 
damage in Scotland, said that the heaviest 
material loss had been sustained by private 
owners of woodlands and by the Forestry 
Commissioners. He“very much regretted that 
the damage to woodlands was severe. It 
was mainly concentrated in the north-eastern 
counties. The damage was predominantly 
in the middle-aged and older woodlands on 
Private estates. In the younger plantations 
of the Forestry Commission, windfall was 
much less extensive. Estimates of the 
quantity flattened must necessarily be treated 
with reserve at this stage, but the total in 
Scotland as a whole might be of the order 
of 30 to 35m. cubic feet. The magnitude 
of this figure could be gauged if he men- 
tioned that in Scotland last year a total of 
16m. cubic feet of all categories and types 
of timber was licensed for felling. This 
figure included 4m. cubic feet of hardwoods 
and 5m. cubic feet of thinnings in conifer- 
ous woodlands. 

The clearing-up of this damage would 
Need to be tackled energetically by the 
Forestry Commission, private owners and the 
umber trade. Detailed plans must await a 
more accurate assessment of the quantity of 
umber of the various categories involved, 
and an estimate of the time at which they 
could be placed on the market. Discussions 
were proceeding in Scotland between the 
Owners and the timber trade and with the 
advisory committees of the Forestry Com- 
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mission for the areas principally concerned. 
Further proposals for Government action 
might well emerge from these consultations 
as more detailed information was obtained, 
and it would be a mistake to take hasty 
action where their knowledge was incom- 
plete. In the meantime, however, plans 
were being made to ensure the orderly dis- 
posal of the timber from the blown trees. 
The present consumption of sawn softwoods 
in Great Britain was approximately 12m. 
standards per annum, of which less than five 
per cent. was available from the home wood- 
lands. But this rate of consumption was 
restricted by licensing, and the Minister of 
Materials had agreed to make special 
arrangements to meet the present emergency. 
Broadly speaking, he proposed to arrange 
that licences were freely issued to consumers 
to use sawn timber from the blown trees. 
The Ministry of Materials would also con- 
sider the purchase of suitable timber, both 
sawn and in the log, for stockpiling purposes 
as soon as more details could be given of 
the quantities and specifications available. 

With regard to the smaller sizes of 
timber that must be disposed of, discussions 
were proceeding with the National Coal 
Board, who were co-operating most readily 
in working out the best measures to ensure 
its early use. Lastly, the Forestry Com- 
missioners had stopped for the present the 
issue of clear-felling licences for softwood 
in Scotland, save where the circumstances 
were exceptional. In view of these measures, 
and bearing in mind that only a small pro- 
portion of our home consumption was 
normally met from our home woodlands, 
he was satisfied that there need be no anxiety 
as to our ability to absorb, and make proper 
use of, all this fallen timber after it had 
been sawn. 


Saw-milling Firms 

On February 10 Lorpd MaAtco_m 
DouGLas-HAMILTON asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, in order to maintain the 
employment position in the Highlands when 
the hydro-electricity schemes were com- 
pleted, once merchandise timber was avail- 
able, if he would take steps to encourage 
millers and processers of wood to establish 
themselves in the area by private enterprise 
or by amending the terms of reference of 
the Forestry Commission in Scotland. 

Mr. Stuart said that the programme of 
Highland development envisaged an increase 
in the sawmilling and wood-working indus- 
tries when the forestry programme came into 
full effect, but at present the production from 
Highland forests was largely in pitwood and 
thinnings. The Government would do 
everything possible to encourage private 
firms to establish themselves in the area. 
The Forestry Commission had already 
powers to establish and carry on woodland 
industries and no amendment to these powers 
was, therefore, necessary. 


Bricks in the Midlands 

On February 10 Mr. Georce Wicc asked 
the ‘Minister of Works why he refused to 
appoint a representative to attend a confer- 
ence called by the * Midland Federation of 
Brick and Tile Manufacturers to consider 
the Midland regions’ brick manufacturing 
capacity. 

Mr. Ecctes said that there had been no 
such refusal. His Regional Director attended 
a meeting at Birmingham, before Christmas, 
of the Area Brick and Tile Committee. The 
committee then asked for a discussion with 








*A statement issued by the Federation_on this 
subject was published in our last issue.—Ep. 





one of his officers from headquarters. This 
request was not refused, but an early date 
was not convenient. 


a round of visits to Regional Brick 


mittees and he hoped to go to Birmingham 
before long. 


Bricks from Belgium 

Mr. McInnes asked the Secretary of State 
for Scotland if he was aware that 11,000,000 
bricks were imported from Belgium in 1952: 
and, since the price of these bricks added 
£130 to the cost of a house, what action he 
proposed to take to ensure adequate supplies 
of local bricks for the Scottish housing pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Stuart said that the Minister of 
Works and he had already taken steps both 
to increase the production of bricks and to 
secure economies in their use. 


Cement for Sea Defences 


On February 12 Mr. Osporne asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was satisfied 
that the cement manufacturing facilities in 
the United Kingdom were adequate to meet 
the great demand that would arise from the 
rebuilding of sea defences, without reducing 
the supplies for other domestic purposes and 
for the export trade. 

Mr. Ecctes said that it was not yet pos- 
sible to assess the demand for cement for 
rebuilding sea defences or to say when sub- 
stantial supplies would be required. 


Loss of Heat Through Windows 

On February 10 Mr. Hastincs asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would give an approximate estimate 
of the relative efficiency in preventing heat 
loss from a room of a single glass window, 
a double glass window with an air space 
between, double glass window with air space 
and perspex between and an ordinary 
plastered brick wall. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that taking an 11-in. 
plastered brick cavity wall as the standard 
he was informed that a double glass window 
with perspex between and j in. spacing was 
a little less efficient. A double glass window 
with } in. spacing let through about one- 
and-a-half times as much heat and a single 
glass window about three times as much. 
A brick wall built with lightweight or clinker 
concrete blocks for the inner leaf was 
warmer than a double brick cavity wall. 


Mechanisation in Scotland 

On February 10 Mr. Emrys HUGHES 
asked the Secretary of State for Scotland 
what steps he was taking to secure a greater 
measure of mechanisation in the building 
of municipal housing in Scotland. 

Mr. Stuart said that the Minister of 
Works and he took every opportunity of 
reminding the industry and local authorities 
by way of demonstration and otherwise of 
the importance of mechanical aids. Many 
large contractors for loca] authority houses 
made considerable use of these aids. 


Softwood Stocks 

On February 9 Mr. Henry Strauss, Par- 
liamentary Secretary, Board of Trade, reply- 
ing on behalf of the Minister of Materials, 
told Mr. Gibson that stocks of imported soft- 
wood, excluding sleepers and crossings, 
poles and mining timber, amounted to 
613,325 standards at. October 31, 1951, 
729,199 standards at January 31, 1952, and 
638.437 standards at the end of November, 
1952. 

Mr. H. Strauss added, in reply to Mr. 
Hurd, that the Minister regretted that these 
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stocks did not make it possible to ease the 
restrictions on the consumption of softwood. 
They were maintained in order that our 
imports of softwood, which practically all 
came from non-sterling countries, were kept 
to a figure which we could afford. 

Mr. Hurp: Will my hon. friend ask the 
Minister of Materials to look afresh at the 
restrictions on the use of small quantities 
of softwood timber, which are involving 
many people in a great deal of irksome form 
filling without advantage to anyone? 

Mr. Srrauss: I will bring that to the 
notice of my right hon. friend. 

Sir LEONARD RopNneR: Can we have an 
assurance that the department will be pre- 
pared to ease the restrictions on softwoods 
in view of the enormous quantities lying on 
the ground all over the country? 

Mr. Strauss: I shall bring what is said 
to the notice of my right hon. friend, but I 
cannot go beyond what I said in my original 
statement. 


Barclays Bank, Bradford 


On February 13 Mr. McLeary alleged 
that building work at Barclays Bank, Brad- 
ford, had been carried out in excess of the 
amount licensed. He said that it was only 
when the papers were in the hands of the 
Town Clerk of Bradford that negotiations 
with the Ministry were started in London to 
try to settle a matter which had already 
been submitted for prosecution by the 
Ministry because they found that an offence 
had been committed. 

Mr. MOLson, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works, explained that this 
was one of those cases in which a licence 
had been applied for and granted for a 
certain sum of money and, owing to the 
increase in building costs, which had been 
continuous ever since the war, it was found 
before the work was completed that the 
original estimated costs had been consider- 
ably exceeded. On April 19, 1949, Barclays 
Bank applied for a licence for £50,000 to 
complete a building on which work had been 
suspended during the war. Two years 
later, they applied for a supplementary 
licence for £8,000. The Ministry of Works 
granted them a supplementary licence for 
£5,000. In the end the licence and the sup- 
plementary licence were exceeded by £5,867, 
making a tetal expenditure of £60,867. That 
was in no way to be wondered at, since the 
rise in building costs between April, 1949, 
and April, 1951, was 10 per cent., and there 
was a further increase of 14 per cent. 
between April, 1951, and February, 1952, 
when the work was completed. In the whole 
of that time Barclays Bank carried out only 
that work which had been specified in the 
Original licence. The decision of the Assis- 
tant Regional Director of the Ministry of 
Works that there was no case for prosecu- 
tion was entirely justified. 





Scholarships Abroad 


The British Council has published a book- 
let giving details of scholarships offered by 
foreign governments and universities to 
British students for study abroad during the 
academic year 1953/54. The scholarships 
are mainly for postgraduate study, 
but some are also open to undergrad- 
uates and to those with non-academic 
professional qualifications, Further inform- 
ation and application forms may be obtained, 
on receipt of a stamped, addressed foolscap 
envelope, from any British Council office in 
the U.K., or from the Controller, Education 
Division, The British Council, 65, Davies- 
street, W1. 
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LOANS FOR CHURCH-BUILDING 
Priority for New Housing Areas 


GENERAL APPROVAL was given by the 
Church Assembly on February 10 to the New 
Housing Areas (Church Buildings) Measure 
which gives authority to the Church Com- 
missioners to make grants or loans, which 
may be free of interest, for the improvement 
for provision of churches or other buildings 
in housing areas substantially developed 
since April 1, 1945. 


~ Moving the resolution, Sir PHiLip BAKER- 
WILBRAHAM said it was clear that in some 
dioceses much capital help would be needed 
to assist the work in the new housing areas, 
but personally he was more worried about 
the manpower position than that of money. 


‘Tue Bisnop or St. ALBANS (Dr. Gresford 
Jones) said that in 1954, they would be faced 
in St. Albans with an immediate expense of 
£300,000 with nothing in the bank, They 
had in mind 19 churches including dual- 
purpose buildings, 15 parsonages, and the 
provision of money for the sites. They had 
to do this to provide for newcomers from 
London. 

THE Bishop OF WARRINGTON (the Rt. Rev. 
C. R. Claxton) said it was imperative that 
these new areas should have a priority. 
Church buildings must be put on empty sites 
that had been allocated by the planning 
authorities and the dioceses, with their large 
new populations, had heavier burdens than 
the older dioceses. 


WINDOW BLIND 
MANUFACTURERS 
Anomalies of Purchase Tax 


Ke EMBERS OF PARLIAMENT are 

not backward in bringing such 
matters as anomalies in purchase tax to the 
notice of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,” 
said Sir Epwarp C. G. Boye, MP, at the 
annual dinner and dance of the National 
Association of Window Blind Manufac- 
turers, which was held at the Park Lane 
Hotel, London, on February 16. He was 
replying to comments on purchase tax on 
window blinds made earlier by Mr. P. F. 
Page, in a toast to the guests. 


“We have to remember,” Sir Edward 
continued, “that when the Chancellor cal- 
culates the Budget he has to allow for the 
rearmament programme, therefore he can- 
not do as much for questions such as 
purchase tax as he would like to do.” He 
thought that Britain still had an enormous 
amount of talent at her disposal, and that 
if she gave sufficient attention to the 
development of new inventions and exports, 
there was no reason why she should not pull 
through. 


In responding to a toast proposed by Mr. 
J. S. Gunn to the Association, Mr. F. J. 
HiLBurn, the president, observed that most 
work had to be put out. It was thus a good 
thing to have the Association to turn to for 
its valuable aid and guidance. Its main duty 
was to give good products, and he felt that 
this was a duty which had been amply ful- 
filled. 


A toast to the ladies was proposed by 
Mr. J. Forrest. Mrs. W. Barber responded. 





Employment Figures 

It is estimated that employment in the 
building and contracting industries declined 
seasonably by 27,000 during December last, 
according to the latest figures issued by the 
Ministry of Labour. The number employed 
at the end of the month was 1,395,000. 
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LMBA 


The New President Takes Over 


R. GERALD HILL, the new president 
of the LMBA, was invested with his 
badge of office by last year’s president, Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, at the first meeting 
of the 1953 LMBA Council last week, 
In handing over the badge, Mr. Woopsine 
ParisH said that it had been a great disap- 
pointment to all LMBA members that Mr. 
Gerald Hill had not been able to attend 
the annual general meeting and receive his 
badge of office there. He congratulated him 
on his recovery from his recent illness and 
wished him a successful year of office. 

Mr. GERALD HILL, in thanking members 
of the Council for their cordial welcome to 
him, referred to some of the problems likely 
to arise in his year of office, Coronation 
year, which would inevitably bring problems 
of its own. 

Perhaps the most important problem 
before the industry to-day was the reduction 
of building costs, and here he called atten- 
tion to sentences from the Working Party's 
report and the report of the Productivity 
Team which visited the United States. Both 
had emphasised the importance of having 
building jobs planned in detail before work 
began, and had urged that where complete 
working drawings, which were the architect’s 
responsibility, were not ready, the architect 
should advise the building owner that the 
work should not be begun. This responsi- 
bility was not sufficiently recognised by 
architects, and his own firm, had had two 
sentences from the Working Party’s report 
printed in large type and sent to architects 
with whom they were in touch. This had 
been greatly appreciated, and the idea might 
well be followed by other firms. 

The administrative committee of the 
LMBA is to discuss the question of building 
costs at an early date. 


“The Craftsman is King ” 

Mr. G. H. A. Hucues, Director of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, is to 
be the speaker at this year’s prize-giving of 
the Building and Architectural Department 
of the Cambridgeshire Technical College, 
which takes place at the college on March 19. 

The chairman of the Cambridgeshire 
Technical College Building and Allied Trades 
Advisory Committee, Mr. H. S. Johnson, 
past-president of the Eastern Federation, 15 
to preside, and the prizes are to be pre- 
sented by Alderman Mrs. E. Mellish Clark, 
CBE, JP, chairman of the Governors of the 
College. 

Mr. Hughes has chosen as the subject of 
his address “ The Craftsman is King.” This 
is the second occasion on which he has been 
invited to deliver the annual oration. 


National President to Attend 


THE PRESIDENT of the National Federation, 
Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, is to attend the March 
meeting of the LMBA Council. 





Codes of Practice 


A committee convened by the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers has prepared two 
codes on behalf of the Council for Codes 
of Practice for Buildings. They 4° 


namely CP 327.101, “Telephones and Tele- 
graphs—Public Services,” and CP 327.102, 
“Telephones and Telegraphs—Private Sc‘ 
vices.” Priced at 7s. 6d. each, the codes may 
be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 
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MIDLANDS BUILDING EXHIBITION 
A Review of the Principal Displays 
T= Midlands Building Exhibition was opened at Bingley Hall, Birmingham, on 


Wednesday by Mr. H. J. Manzoni, CBE, MICE, City Engineer and Surveyor. 
A variety of products of interest to the industry are displayed and in the following notices 


the principal exhibits are briefly described. 
Plant and Equipment 


The Rapid Hammer R.II and R.IV are 
the principal exhibits of Adam and Harvey 
(Rapid Hammer), Ltd., 9-10, Tokenhouse- 
yard, London, EC2. The R.IV is for both 
6 mm. and 10 mm. calibres and, therefore, 
is a useful tool in the field of cartridge 
powered hammers. The Rapid Mate, an 
electrically powered tool which, by means 
of different attachments, is able to chase 
channels in breeze and brickwork, and drill 
holes from under } in. up to 6 in. diameter 
in the same material, is demonstrated on the 
same stand. [Stand No. 46.] 


The 14-in. Circulex saw-bench is presented 
by Armand Dutry and Co. (Adeco), Léd., 
“Adeco House,” 25, Hyde Park Gate, 
London, SW7. It can be carried to the job 
by means of retractable sedan-type handles 
and is fitted with either a petrol or an electric 
motor. With a depth of cut of 5 in. the 
Circulex will do a high proportion of the 
woodwork needed on a building site. In 
addition it will take abrasive wheels to cut 
asbestos, tiles, brick, slates and even sheet 
metal. Dust extractors can be fitted if 
required. A_ special moulding block is 
available for producing mouldings of any 
desired shape up to ¢ in. wide. The protrud- 
ing spindle takes a drill chuck, grinding and 
buffing wheels, sanding disc, etc. Drilling 
and sanding are facilitated by the adjustable 
side-table. The Circulex has a streamlined 
appearance with a polychromatic green 
finish. [Stand No. 64.] 


The main product on the stand of 
Automatic Pressings, Lid., “Bat” Works, 
Malt Mill-lane, Blackheath, Birmingham, is 
the “Bat” square timber connector, which 
enables an efficient joint to be made, and, 
therefore, simplifies the design, assembly 
and erection of any timber structure. In addi- 
tion, sizes of the members can be reduced, 
fewer bolts are required, and there is a con- 
siderable saving in cost. The connector is 
shown in single and double form and is illus- 
trated by means of technical drawings, 
photographs, and models. The connectors 
are made in accordance with the require- 
ments of the British Standard 1579: 1949, 
and are manufactured in five sizes of the 
following nominal dimensions: 14 in., 2 in., 
24 in., 3 in., and 34 in. Also shown are 
other products of this firm, the “Bat” 
flexible steel belt lacing and the carded belt 
ra for machinery belting. [Stand No. 


The main feature on the stand of British 
Building and Appliances, Ltd., 
63-65, London-rd., Sandy, Bedfordshire, is 
No-Bolt tubular scaffolding, together with the 
whole range of fittings. No-Bolt scaffolding 
fittings, it is claimed, save 80 per cent. of 
labour costs, and the new “ fabricated” 
type of double coupler, first shown in this 
exhibition, is the latest development. Other 
labour-saving appliances shown are the 
super scaffolding fastener for pole scaffold- 
ing; Yankee trestles for inside and outside 
agg o the Mitrex tile cutter. [Stand 

o. * 


Exhibiting a comprehensive range of tools, 


equipment and supplies for carpenters and 
joiners, plumbers and pipe fitters, electricians, 
builders, decorators, slaters, etc., are Buck 
and Hickman, Ltd., 29-32, Whittall-street, 
Birmingham, 4. The exhibits include a 
variety of electric tools for wood and metal, 
which are demonstrated under operating 
conditions. Also displayed is a selection of 
builders’ ironmongery and household fittings. 
[Stand No. 40.] 


On the stand of Burnard and Co. (Tools), 
Ltd., 23-29, Snow Hill, Birmingham, various 
examples of machine and hand tools can be 
seen, together with a variety of industrial 
electrical equipment. The company are also 
distributors for Rawlplugs and British wood 
screws. [Stand Nos. 12-13.] 


R. J. Deaves, 57, Tennyson-road, Small 
Heath, Birmingham, 10, are exhibiting their 
“ all-purpose” sharpener. Of particular in- 
terest to the building trade is the tungsten 
wheel for cutting tiles, opalite, vitrolite, and 
any thickness of glass. [Stand No. 63.] 


The Flexible Drive and Tool Co., Ltd., 
Queensberry-way, London, SW7, are ex- 
hibiting the latest models of “ Baxtul ” long- 
service electric petrol and air-driven “ poker ” 
type concrete vibrators. These vibrators can 
be converted for sanding, polishing, grind- 
ing and wet rubbing of concrete and all 
stand surfaces; another application is that 
of wire-brushing for cleaning up plant, re- 
moving rust and reconditioning steel and 
wood shuttering, etc. Also on view for the 
first time will be the “ Baxtul ” stonemason’s 
chiselling machine. [Stand No. 22.] 


A wide variety of electrical appliances, in- 
cluding vacuum cleaners, washing machines 
and refrigerators, can be found on the stand 
of Hadley Bros. (Radio and Electric), Ltd., 
587, Bearwood-road, Smethwick, Birming- 
ham. [Stand No. 50.] 

A display of drawing-office and survey- 
ing equipment suitable for use by architects, 
surveyors and the building trades is presented 
by J. Halden and Co., Ltd., 8, Albert-square, 
Manchester. Items included are the “ Lan- 
easter” drafting table (a metal drawing 
stand of modern design, with board fitted 
with “Heron” drafting equipment); “ Vic- 
toria” drawing table (an adjustable table, 
complete with drawing board and parallel- 
motion straight edge); “ Mercury” frame 
(Halden’s latest contribution _ to photo- 
printing), a self-contained copier specially 
designed for the small user. A display of 
materials, etc., generally used in the drawing- 
office is also on view, together with the 
“ Vaporex ” ammonia developing machine, a 
two-speed developing machine with high 
production and simplicity of operation. _A 
comprehensive range of Watt's surveying 
instruments completes this exhibit. [Stand 
No. 61.] 

The exhibit of Jack Hewson, Court Oak- 
rd., Birmingham 17, offers builders and con- 
tractors a service. It consists briefly of: 
(i) site clearing—ie., tree and hedge grub- 


bing; (ii) excavations and site levelling; s 


(iii) excavating footings and drain trenches; 
(iv) post hole drilling. Some of the machines 
used in these operations can be seen working 


includes sample work on large panels. The 
firm supplies these patented tools. Examples 
of the process can be seen in council houses, 
hotels and private homes. {Stand No. 47.] 


rods, straight edges, carpenters’ levels, and 
that for most work it supersedes the dumpy 
level, and frees the user from tedious, time- 
consuming setting-up. Anyone, without 
training or skill, can take levels of high 
accuracy, they claim, [Stand No. 52.] 


Hilmor, Ltd., 65, Calshot-street, London 
N1, are exhibiting a comprehensive range of 
tube-bending machinery which includes 
bench fixture and lightweight portable models 
for the plumber, electrician and gas fitter, 
hand operated general purpose benders and 
hand operated and motorised rotary 
hydraulic machines for bending gas and 
steam conduit, and light gauge copper tube. 
These machines, together with several new 
models introduced for the first time at this 
exhibition, are being demonstrated daily, 
and operators are in attendance on the 
stand to give any information or assistance 
required in connection with tube-bending. 
{Stand No. 60.] 


The “ Multico” range of woodworking 
machine tools which can be seen on the 
stand of the Kime Engineering Co., Ltd, 
Horley, . Surrey, includes 10-in. portable 
multi-purpose saw-benches, 12-in. precision 
saw-benches, 6-in. planers, and 14-in. band- 
saws. These machines incorporate fully 
built-in Villiers petrol engines or electric 
motors at customer’s choice. [Stand No. 17.] 

“ Ace” extending ladders, rope and pulley 
attachments, push-up type ladders with 
hooks, round hardwood rungs, builders’ 
pole ladders, platform steps, scaffold trestles, 
steps, barrows, trucks, trolleys, stools, 
adaptable tables and hammocks—all these 
are featured by H. S. Langton, Ace Ladder 
Works, Bitterne, Southampton. [Stand 
No. 51.] 

The “Midsaw” universal woodworker, 
which is being demonstrated on the stand of 
The Midland Saw and Tool Co., Ltd., Pope- 
st., Birmingham, 1, is a saw-bench, planer, 
thicknesser, moulder, tenoner, rebater, slot 
and hollow chise! morticer, jointer, etc. The 
speed of change-over from one operation to 
another is a feature of this machine. The 
“Midsaw” crosscutting and grooving 
machine, which is a machine for cross- 
cutting, mitreing, compound mitreing, and 
grooving up to 45 degrees in wood is also 
being demonstrated. Fitted with totally 
enclosed motor and suitable saw, this 
machine can be used on aluminium extruded 
sections. [Stand No. 14.] 

Demonstrations of the “ Marvel Super- 
Squeegee” window cleaner which may be 
used effectively on windows, mirrors, tiles, 
paintwork and baths, are being given by 
. B. Read, 1332, Hammersmith-rd., 
London, W14. [Stand No. 62.] 


The Skarsten Manufacturing Co., Léd., 
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Welwyn Garden City, Herts, are showing 
scrapers for removing paint, varnish, 
enamel, lacquer and glue dry from wood, 
metal and glass surfaces and for dressing 
down wood to a smooth finish. Nine models 
are available with three sizes of blades, file 
and filing guide. Also on view are a plaster 
crack scraper for opening out cracks on wall 
and ceiling before replastering, an awiscrew 
combined screwdriver and bradawl, a re- 
pointing scraper for breaking-up and 
scraping out old mortar before repointing 
brick walls: adaptable for boring holes in 
masonry, and a channelling tool for cutting 
channels in walls and concrete floors (for 
insertion of electrical conduit, etc.). [Stand 
No. 56.] 

Warsop Power Tools, Lid. 27, Regent- 
street, London, SW1, are showing the War- 
sop S.7 portable and self-contained concrete 
breaker, which incorporates several features 
of improvement, notably strengthened 
engine unit. This one-man concrete breaker 
can also be used for asphalt cutting, spading, 
tamping, pile-driving, fencing and other 
uses. The Warsop D.P. rock drill operates 
with Simplon or T.C. drills up to 8 ft. and 
can be used with plugs and feathers for 
splitting rock. The Warsop Benjo power 
rammer is claimed to give 100 per cent. 
consolidation. It has a mew handlebar 
design for easy control and protection: of 
rammer head. Centrifugal pumps (14 in. to 
4 in.), petrol and diesel driven, are also on 
view. [Stand No. 49.] 


Constructional Units and 
Fittings 

Bainbridge Bros. (Engineers), Ltd., Facia 
Works, Woodhill-rd., Bury, Lancs, are 
showing their aluminium facia-soffite. The 
facia-soffite is manufactured in one solid 
piece (no longitudinal joints). Corner 
pieces are prefabricated and delivered ready 
for fixing. By varying the depth of overlap, 
cutting of the facia-soffite is unnecessary. 
Special brackets slip into it and are fixed 
to every third roof spar by three nails—this 
is the only operation required. Rake on 
brackets automatically sets the soffite plumb, 
square and in line with the roof. [Stand No. 
44} 

Barrow’s Stores, Ltd., 76, Corporation-st., 
Birmingham, 2, are showing examples from 
the range of “ Aga” cookers for small and 
large houses, institutions, schools, etc.; the 
““ Agamatic”” domestic boiler for hot water 
and central heating; “Ezee” sink units, 
counter cabinets, wall cupboards, etc., which 
are available in a large variety of sizes 
and combinations; and the “ Ezee-Hoover ” 
sink unit with washer built in. [Stand No. 
29.) 

The exhibit of Comex-Terna, Ltd., Conex 
Works, Whitehall-rd., Great Bridge, Tipton, 
Staffs, is of particular interest to plumbers 
and heating engineers and covers a full range 
of fittings for copper pipe, and steam and 
water valves. Two types of copper fittings 
are shown, the Conex for use with semi-hard 
copper, and the Conexcel for fully annealed 
tubing. The Conex fitting is in use in all 
parts of the world and is made in sizes from 
4 in. to 4 in. The range of fittings includes 
those most in common use in the plumbing 
trade—i.e., stop valves, ball valves, bibtaps, 
etc., and, in addition, a range of Fullway 
gate valves. Steam valves are also exhibited 
in sizes up to 2 in. [Stand No. 48.] 

The stand of Esavian, Léd., Stevenage, 
Herts, consists of two applications of the 
Esavian principle of slide and fold; one 
being an interior screen which slides and 
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folds into a cupboard recess when not in use; 
the other is an Esavian window in light alloy 
suitable for installation in hospitals and 
schools and is completely weatherproof. 
There are many photo montages of recent 
installations on view, including the recently 
completed hangar doors at London Airport. 
{Stand No. 15.] 

The exhibit of A. D. Foulkes, Ltd., Lud- 
gate-hill, Birmingham, 3, shows a number 
of bathrooms in pastel colours and gives an 
indication of the value of colour in this 
sphere. Items of heating equipment on 
view include the all-night burning fire and 
the continuous burning slow combustion 
stove, together with a number of fireplaces 
and solid fuel cookers which provide hot 
water in addition to cooking. [Stand Nos. 
1-4.] 

Shop fronts, interior shop fittings, counters 
and quick-service fittings, panelled wall treat- 
ments and other specialised joinery work is 
being shown by A. J. Gupwell (Shopfitters), 
Ltd., 123, Bradford-street, Birmingham, 12. 
British-Wonder warm air convection heating 
furnaces for residences, churches, halls, fac- 
tories, etc., are also on view. Units can be 
coke fired or adapted for gas or oil burning 
with thermostatic control. Other items in- 
clude steel-mesh surface armouring for 
heavy-duty industrial floors, Surfastal for 
asphalt surfaces, and Surfastal-Unimats for 
granolithic surfaces. [Stand No. 39.] 

Rowland Hartrick, Létd., Warwick-rd., 
Birmingham, 11, are exhibiting their “ Lush ” 
theatre seating and hotel and restaurant 
furniture. Available in wooden or tubular 
metal construction, they are built on the 
same lines as the “Lush” easy chairs and 
settees. The makers also supply lounge 
furniture for domestic purposes, made 
exactly to customers’ requirements. It can 
be purchased in single pieces or complete 
suites. [Stand Nos. 24-25.] 

The main feature on the stand of F. Hills 
and Sons, Ltd., Norton-rd., Stockton-on- 
Tees, is the display of their grade one flush 
and panel doors, and some examples of their 
wood casement windows, to B.S.S. 644, part 
1, 1951, are also on show. Other items dis- 
played include Duraply, a general purpose 
plywood; Duraform, a plywood for concrete 
shuttering; blockboard; West African hard- 
woods; decorative veneers; and hardwood 
flooring blocks. [Stand Nos. 8-9.] 

Industrial Fan and Heater Co., 

Evelyn-rd., Sparkhill, Birmingham, Bee 
showing examples from their range of fans 
and ventilating equipment, including dust 
extraction plants, acid fume, smoke and 
steam removal equipment, plenum heating 
and cooling plants, air filters, paint spray 
exhaust plants, water wash spray booths, 
standard dust and ventilation units. [Stand 
No. 35.] 
_ Acomprehensive display of tiled fireplaces 
is being shown on the stand of Jones and 
Sturdy, 429, Moseley-rd., Balsall 
Heath, Birmingham, 12. Being the actual 
manufacturers of these fireplaces, an experi- 
enced staff is available to answer the queries 
of visitors to the stand Trade inquiries are 
especially invited. [Stand Nos. 20-21.] 


The stand occupied by Rowe Bros. and 
Co., Ltd., Birmingham, presents a composite 
display of modern plumbing and building 
equipment. Typical kitchen and bathroom 
schemes are displayed incorporating interest- 
ing materials for wall finishes, floors and 
working surfaces. Modern approved 


domestic heating appliances are also shown, 
together with the “ True-Flue” method of 
flue construction. A section of the stand 
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is devoted to a y of Rowe pressed 
metal partitioning. No. 34.] 

A wide range of appliances is being shown 
agepeds Menino, 4G tates, 
- includin 
new balanced-flue water heater and woud re: 
signs in gas-ignited, solid-fuel, all-night 
burning grates. The Clifford drying and 
airing unit which is also on display, is 
designed for built-in cupboards and provides 
clothes-drying facilities for flats, houses and 
institutions at low installation cost. [Stand 


Nos. 26-27.] 
Materials 


Adshead Ratcliffe and Co., Ltd., Premier 
Works, Belper, Derbyshire, have presented 
in a practical and realistic manner the appli- 
cation of their putty and mastic com- 
pounds. The stand features the use of 
Arbolite metal casement putty, Arbomast 
B.1 bedding mastic, Arbolite Q.S. aquarium 
glazing compound, and a composite picture 
of their proprietary mastic compounds, as 
used in the building trade. [Stand No. 28.] 

The Carter Group of Companies, Poole, 
Dorset, is a group of specialist companies 
providing a service to architects and 
builders in all parts of the British Isles. The 
parent company is Carter and Co., Ltd., of 
Poole, makers of wall and floor tiles, faience 
and mosaic. The company’s tile-fixing 
organisation has recently established a new 
unit in Birmingham to provide a direct ser- 
vice in the Midlands. Other units specialise 
in marble work and terrazzo and in the lay- 
ing of magnesite composition floors and 
linoleum... Examples of these activities can 
be seen on the stand. [Stand No. 36.] 


Cellactite and British Uralite, Ltd., Cellac- 
tite’ House, Whitehall-place, Gravesend, 
Kent, are showing the following products : 
Cellactite protected metal sheeting and ven- 
tilators; Urastone incorrosible asbestos 
cement flue pipes; fittings and ducting ; 
Kimolo (Moler) insulating bricks and slabs; 
Kimolo (Moler) lightweight partition blocks ; 
Kimoloboard non-combustible wallboard ; 
Asbestone asbestos cement sheets (flat and 
corrugated). [Stand No. 42.] 


John R. Lee and Co. (Successors). Ltd, 
St. Mark’s-st., Summer Hill, Birmingham, |, 
are exhibiting paints, brushes, distempers, 
wallpapers, and alj other decorators’ re- 
quirements. [Stand No. 32.] 

The exhibit of the National Coal Board 
(Brickworks Dept.), West Midlands: Division, 
Himley Hall, Dudley, Worcs, shows a com- 
natgkonag = the bricks common to oven 
ing, facing and engineering types now being 
produced in the West Midlands Division by 
the NCB. The Board operates five brick- 
works with what is claimed to be the largest 
combined production of bricks in the Mid- 
lands area. Details will be given on the 
stand of the various products, and the organ- 
isation the NCB have set up for the market- 
ing of bricks. [Stand No. 45.] ; 

A non-metallic, weldable roofing sheet is 
exhibited by Nuralite Sales, Ltd., 3-4, White- 
hall-place, Gravesend, Kent. [Stand No. 43. 


Miscellaneous 


Portable, standard and cabinet models of 
a . suitable for domestic _ 
industrial purposes, are being shown by 
Aqualux, Ltd. Emily-st., Birmi »._ 12. 
Standard and cabinet types for capacities 
from 500 to 2,000 gallons are displayed. To 
be seen also are Bullfinch self-blowing gas 
torehes. [Stand No. 41.] 

The application of “Atomic” weather 


strip, a specially prepared phosphor bronze 
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alloy, for sealing off draughts, is being 
demonstrated by the Atomic Draught-Sealing 
Company, 15, Maiden-lane, Strand; London, 
wC2. The product has been prepared for 
domestic and professional use, and can be 
fitted by any handyman. [Stand Nos. 54 and 
55.] 

The “City of Birmingham” stand is de- 
signed to display, by means of models, 
photographs and drawings, the great variety 
of building work which is carried out by the 
Corporation. Visitors can see drawings of 
the newly designed Firs Estate, Castle Brom- 
wich, showing how houses, bungalows, three- 
storey and multi-storey flats, and other com- 
munal buildings, have been integrated into 
an attractive urban composition. Photo- 
graphs of completed work, such as school 
buildings, new air terminal, garden layouts, 
etc., are also on view. [Stand No. 74a.] 


On display at the stand of Gestetner, Ltd., 
Aldwych House, London, WC2, are their 
models 160, 130, and 180 duplicators. The 
latest Gestetner model is the 180, which has 
a large range of printing sizes and is claimed 
to be able to print on small postcards and 
larger-than-brief size paper with equal 
facility. The selective inking system is 
operated by vacuum pump, and the actual 
process of changing colour is quick and 
simple. [Stand No. 16.] 

Leetex, Ltd., 39, Gt. Pulteney-st., London, 
WI, are showing stencils of various descrip- 
tions for use in the building industry. 
[Stand No. 7.] 


The main business of the Penfold Fencing 
and Engineering, Ltd., Imperial Works, Wat- 
ford, is the manufacture and erection of 
chain link fencing. At their works, Penfold 
chain link is woven from mild steel wire, 
galvanised by the Brylanising process. Gates, 
tubular and angle framed, fence posts and 
pillars are fabricated together with straining 
fittings. In addition, a large concrete post 
department js continuously in production. On 
their stand specimen runs of chain link are 
to be seen, erected on reinforced concrete 
and angle iron posts. [Stand No. 37.] 

“ Stylecraft Works,” manufacturing up- 
holsterers, 7, Welford-road, Handsworth, 
Birmingham, 20, have a display that will in- 
terest all who are concerned with the renewal, 
replacement and repair of furnishings for 
the home. Of special interest is the re- 
upholstering branch which deals with the 
renovation, or complete remodelling of 
three-piece suites and chairs which have 
fallen into dilapidation through long usage, 
but which can be restored to new condition. 
In many cases old-type designs can be com- 
pletely remodelled to contemporary styles. 
{Stand No, 53.] 

Edward Tyrrell, Ltd., 7, London-rd., Seven- 
oaks, Kent, are showing examples of their 
work as manufacturers and contractors for 
the supply only or supply and erection of all 
types of fencing. [Stand No. 31.] 


Westwood Prefabricated Concrete Build- 
ings, Woodside, Dudley, Worcs, will be 
showing examples of their prefabricated 
vuildings which range from a shed to a fac- 
tory, and include the Westwood concrete 
garages. Also on display will be their con- 
crete fence, which is supplied to Birmingham 
Corporation for screen fences and division 
fences. The construction is in the form of 
reinforced concrete posts and reinforced 
panel units. The panel units ey Westwood 
concrete panels, which give the appearance 
of weather-board ronal gr is claimed that 
any size and shape of building or fence can 
be manufactured with the use of Westwood 
parcels and posts. [Stand Nos. 10-11.] 
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THE BUILDER 
BUILDERS AND THE STRIKE — 
THREAT 


“ A Chalienge We Must be Prepared 
to Accept” 

FoR well over 25 years the building indus- 

try had been free from a major strike, 
but what could not be obtained through a 
free exchange around the table could not be 
extorted from building trades employers at 
the “ pistol point,” said Mr. H. LANGForp, 
Liverpool Director of the Liverpool] Regional 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
when speaking at the annual dinner of the 
Chester and District Building Trades 
Employers’ Association, on February 6. 
The president, Mr. T. Ridley, was in the 
chair. 

Mr. Langford was commenting on the 
announcement that the operatives’ executive 
had decided to ballot their members con- 
cerning a national strike because they had 
not been awarded the extra 6d. per hour. 
“1 do not think there will be a strike, but 
since a challenge has been made, we, as a 
Federation, must be prepared to accept it,” 
he said. 

The . Mayor OF CHESTER, ALDERMAN 
CHARLES CULLIMORE, paid high tribute to 
the builders’ craftsmanship in maintaining 
the good standard of building seen in the 
city’s old buildings. 

An appeal for the conservation of agricul- 
tural land when planning housing develop- 
ment was voiced by Mr. M. P. RIDLEY, 
proposing the health of the visitors. During 


the past few years he had been engaged in- 


the advanced preparation of housing sites 
covering almost 3,000 houses. “In each 
case I cannot remember a single instance 
where the houses have not been built either 
on good agricultural land with its standing 
crops or capable of producing good crops,” 
he declared. 3 
It was sad to reflect that density of housing 
in this country was seven to the acre, with a 
population density of 40 to the acre, whereas 
on the Continent the figures were ten times 
this amount without adversely affecting the 
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r. 
the multi-storeyed flat. Those requiring 
something more should buy it and not be 
a drag on the taxpayer. - ba 

Mr. S. H. Tyson, president of the Liver- 
pool Federation, said there were still prob- 
lems to be faced within the industry, but 
the Federation’s success in dealing with the 
problems depended upon the measure of sup- 
port and loyalty received from the members, 


BUILDING COSTS AND WAGES 


Sir Harry Selley on Effects of 
Operatives’ “Continued Demands ” 


GIR HARRY R. SELLEY, JP, President 
of the Federation of Master Builders, 
speaking at the London Regional annual 
general meeting of the Federation on Febru- 
ary 13, said that in 1952 considerable pro- 
gress had been made in the production of 
housing units and, if that progress confinued 
in the current year, 1954 should enable the 
industry to achieve the Government's target 
of 300,000 houses. The national flood 
disaster must necessarily affect this issue, for 
with. some materials in short supply it was 
not yet easy to see what rebuilding and repair 
would involve in this field. ; 

“ Building costs as yet show no reductions 
and, with the continued demands of the 
operatives for increased pay, it is difficult 
to visualise any stability in the level of 
costs,” he. continued. “Until this is 
achieved it is difficult for any reductions 
which may be effected to become visible, 
but it can be said that on index figures the 
building industry shows increases which are 
far below many of the essentials of life; 
and the increase can be attributed 100 per 
cent. to wages. It is obvious, therefore, 
that the industry as a whole is to the utmost 
extent controlling its own costs and it is 
only the rise in wages which must of neces- 
sity be passed on to. the public. 

“ Building maintenance and repair, in 
which so many of our members are engaged, 
has now taken on a different aspect. ° 
increase in the licence. limit now permits of 
any reasonable work being undertaken and 
rather is it the pocket that controls the 
ability to have necessary work undertaken. 
Here I must mention the impossible position 
in which the landlord finds himself to-day. 
He obviously desires to maintain his pro- 
perty for the comfort of his tenant and the 
preservation of his capital investment. A 
solution to the Rent Restriction Act must 
be found.” 

Turning to domestic affairs, Sir Harry 
Selley said that there undoubtedly was scope 
for considerable improvement in the method 
of operation of the negotiating machinery in 
the industry, and this could be pin-pointed 


. to the employers’ side. It was an impos- 


sible position when the operatives, who had 
recently been granted a further 2d. an hour 
on the cost-of-living index, had their claim 
for another 6d. resisted by employers who, 
in fact, were actually paying considerably 
in excess of the rates fixed by national agree- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Late E. B. Hall 


The death occurred on February 11 of 
Mr. Ernest B. Hall, chairman of the British 
Reinforced Concrete Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Stafford. 


Gas Sales and Service Conference 


The Duke of Gloucester is to open a two- 
day “Gas Sales and Service Conference,” 
which the Gas Council is organising at the 
Seymour Hall, London, Wi, on March 11 
and 12. 


M.o.W. Economy Memoranda 


The Ministry of Works has arranged with 
H.M. Stationery Office for recently published 
Economy Memoranda to be supplied at 
reduced prices to purchasers in bulk. This 
is to meet the convenience of large con- 
tractors who wish to distribute copies among 
their employees, or of organisations who 
wish to supply their members. 


Youth Employment in London 


The L.C.C. Youth Employment Service 
effected over 44,000 placings in the year 
under review compared with 39,000 in the 
previous year, according to the annual 
report for the twelve months ended July 31 
last, now published. The three most popular 
occupations for boys proved to be the 
distributive trades, engineering and building 
respectively. Building and contracting, 
however, came second highest, with 1,020, in 
the placings of boys as apprentices and 
learners, being exceeded in this category only 
by engineering, where the figure was 1,976. 
The report states that the boy or girl who 
has no idea what he or she would like to 
do when leaving school is becoming 
uncommon. 


Trade Agreement 

A trade agreement involving over £A2 
million has been entered into by the British 
company of Destrol Sales, Ltd., and Wright, 
Hardwicke Proprietary of Melbourne, 
Australia, giving the Australian firm the 
manufacturing rights of the “ Destrol” 
sanitary installation. The agreement will 
result in production under licence in 
Australia over the next five years of a 
minimum of 17,000 of this recently intro- 
duced type of water closet, designed to bring 
the amenities of normal urban domestic 
sanitation to those areas where there is no 
main drainage or piped water supply. We 
are informed that the agreement will earn 
substantial income for the British firm, and 
that production has already started in 
Australia and has exceeded initial 
expectations. 
Welding Design 

Evening courses on welding design with 
particular reference to structural work have 
been arranged by the Constructional Design 
Department of the Quasi-Arc Co., Bilston, 
Staffs. The first will commence on March 
30, and the second on May 18. Each course 
will consist mainly of lectures dealing with 
the design of various welded structural com- 
ponents but will be supplemented with films, 
demonstrations, visits and practical welding 
tuition. The fee is £5 for each course. 


St. Ann's Church, Manchester 

An appeal was launched on Ash Wednes- 
day, February 18, on behalf of St.. Ann’s 
Church, Manchester, to raise the sum of 
£30,000 for repairs to its fabric. The 
urgency of this can be measured by the 
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immediate grant of a licence by the MoW 
of £12,000. This enabled the work to be 
started on Wednesday by Messrs. F. M. and 
H. Nuttall, Ltd. stonemasons, of Man- 
chester. Donations should be sent to the 
Honorary Treasurer, St. Anne’s Church 
Appeal Fund, William Deacon’s Bank, Ltd., 
St. Ann-street, Manchester, 2. 


Builders and the Floods ~ 

A considerable number of employees of 
the Unit Construction Company, on their 
Aveley site, have suffered from flooding at 
Tilbury, Purfleet, and Canvey Island. It 
took a little time for the full-scale on which 
Unit employees had been affected to become 
known; but as soon as reports were avail- 
able, the directors of the company decided 
to establish a special flood relief fund to be 
applied, first, to the relief of their own 
employees, any balance being passed over to 
the Lord Mayor of London’s Fund. Imme- 
diately after the disaster, company officials 
were in touch with the local authorities and 
re-equipped the former Unit hostel (tem- 
porarily unoccupied) to act as a reception 
centre. Altogether, some 100 old people 
and children have been accommodated. 


Fan Performance Tests 


A new code for the testing of fans for 
general purposes has been prepared and 
published by the Fan Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation. Its titk is FMA Code 3: 1953. 
Mr. M. Geoffrey Woods, hon. secretary- 
treasurer, of the Association, stated at a 
Press conference on February 17 that it 
had been felt by the fan engineering 
industry for some years that the British 
Standard Code for the testing of fans 
(BS 848: 1939) was out of date. The new 
code had accordingly been prepared by a 
technical committee appointed by the FMA 
with a view to providing the industry and 
the fan user with a test code conforming to 
modern thought and practice, and one 
which, it was hoped, would be universally 
accepted and adopted as the standard test 
code. The form and structure of the new 
code, he said, was based upon BS 848. 
Copies of FMA3 are obtainable from the 
Association, Copthall House, Copthall- 
avenue, London, EC2, price 9s. 6d. each. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change in Distribution of Products 


The Tubela Engineering Company, Ltd, 
which designs and manufactures “ Tubela” 
tube bending machines and also specialised 
cutting tools will, as from February 26, dis- 
tribute its products through normal trade 
channels instead of as formerly only through 
Messrs. Lawler, Ayers and Co., Ltd. 


New Range 

A new and tomprehensive range of pipe- 
bending machinery to be manufactured under 
the trade mark of “Laco” has been 
announced by Lawler, Ayers and Co., Ltd., 
Broad-street House, 54, Old Broad-street, 
E.C.2. This new policy will be adopted as 
from February 26, and a revised catalogue 
will be issued accordingly. One of the 
products, the hydraulic pipe-bending 
machine, will have included among its 
features a full-power return action on the 
ram as well as rubber grips on the operat- 
ing handle. The cam action attachment for 
bending 180 degree return bends has also 
been redesigned. An addition to the range of 
products is a portable mandrel machine, 
with a capacity of 4 in. to 14 in. diameter, 
which is claimed to have no loose parts. 


Gift to Flood Repair Work 


Mr. Edward Barford, MC, chairman of 
Aveling-Barford, Ltd., the road roller and 
construction equipment makers, has pre- 
sented, on behalf of the company, one of 
its latest graders to the Lord Mayor's Flood 
and Tempest Distress Fund. Weighing 10 
tons and worth approximately £5,000, the 
grader would be primarily employed in 
shifting vast quantities of soil required for 
rebuilding the damaged sea walls. 


Changes of Address 


An announcement has been made by 
Metarock, Ltd., that they have moved to 
new offices at 140, Cromwell-road, SW7, 
telephone number Fremantle 9035. 


Semtex, Ltd. have moved their head- 
quarters from Finchley-road to Semtex 
House, The Broadway, . Welsh Harp, NW9. 


HOME DECORATING BY 
AMATEURS 


“ Cause of Unemployment Among 
Painters ” 


HINTs on home decorating given on radio 
and television programmes and in the Press 
constitute a cause of unemployment among 
painters, states the annual report of MR. 
W. R. GILLEspig, secretary of the Midland 
region of the National Federation of Master 
Painters and Decorators. 

“It is stated that this winter unemploy- 
ment figures for painters are higher than at 
any time since before the war, which, to 
some extent, may be due to the growth of 
home decorating,” he says. “Never has 
there been so much publicity for the benefit 
of the home decorator, nor so many 
mediums for getting it across—Press, popular 
magazines, manufacturers’ booklets, local 
public authorities’ circulars, wireless, tele- 
vision, films. . . .” 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


F Mr. C. W. Forp, who has been a member of the inside 
staff of Messrs. Aygee, Ltd., for some years, has been 
appointed to fill the vacancy on their representative staff 
caused by the death of Mr. W. H. Daniel, who had been 
with the company for a number of years. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia.—It is reported that the Dutch- 
Australian firm Concrete Developments, Pty., 
Ltd., are to build 1,000 concrete houses in 
Brisbane. Three hundred of the new houses 
which are to be built at Cooper’s Plains are 
expected to be completed by September, and 
the other 700 probably in the Cooper’s 
Plains/ Acacia Ridge district within a further 
two years. 


Belgian Congo. — A number of 
tenders have been put out by the Belgian 
Congo Authorities. One is for a maternity 
home to be built at Coquilhatville. The cost 
is estimated at 84m. Belgian francs. Infor- 
mation can be obtained from the Services 
des Approvisionnements du Ministere des 
Colonies, 14, rue des Petits Carmes, Brussels. 
Firms interested in this tender are advised 
to approach H.M. Consulate-General at 
Leopoldville in the Belgian Congo for an 
assessment of local considerations. Other 
tenders are for the construction of a bac- 
teriological laboratory at Coquithatville cost- 
ing 8,300,000 Belgian francs; the construc- 
tion of a bridge on the Elizabethville-Jadot- 
ville-road over the River Lufira and for the 
construction of a road seven metres wide 
and 7,960 metres long at Leopoldville. 


* Canada.—Messrs. L. E. Shaw, Ltd., P.O. 
Box 996, Halifax, Nova Scotia, would be 
interested to hear from U.K. manufacturers 
of structural glazed brick and tile, quarry 
tile and raw fire-clay. 

Interested U.K. firms should communicate 
with Mr. Shaw at the address above, sending 
f.o.b. quotations and also if possible c.i.f. 
Prices, together with an indication of earliest 
delivery dates and samples or illustrated 
literature, if available. Inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Extension 2933. 


*Ceylon—The Gal Oya Development 
Board, Commissariat-street, P.O. Box 524, 
Colombo 1, wish to contact a U.K. source 
of supply of prefabricated buildings of ten 
to 40 ft. span of varying lengths for use as 
storehouses, garages, offices, temporary 
dormitories, labour lines and similar pur- 
Poses. Interested U.K. manufacturers are 
requested to furnish the Board with full par- 
ticulars of what they can offer, together 
with terms and conditions, including prices, 
on which they would enter into an agree- 
ment with the Board to supply its require- 
ments. Any inquiries by telephone should 
be made to Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2418. 


*India—The Director General of Sup- 
Plies and Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New 
Delhi, has issued a call for tenders for the 
supply of steel windows. Tenders should be 
submitted in duplicate by 10 a.m. on March 
13 next. All telephone inquiries should be 
made to Trafalgar 8855, Extension 2506. 


Netherlands.—A new flax mill is to be 
built on the island of Tholen in the Nether- 
lands, The company known as Messrs. 
N. V. Mabovlas is concerned with the pre- 
Paration of flax and the manufacture of 
building slabs from flax waste. The fac- 
tory will be built over an area of 7.5 acres 
and will employ about 250 workers. It is 


hoped that production will commence at the 
end of this year. 


New _Zealand—One of New Zealand's 
aurpest factories is to be built at Kerepehi, 
bad miles south of Thames. The factory will 
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manufacture milk powder and will be large 
enough to handle 70,000 gallons of milk 
from surrounding farms in the Hauraki 
Plains. Eventually the factory will be able 
to process three times this amount. Plans 
for this factory have already been made, 
and it is believed that initial building will 
commence in the near future. 

In Auckland a £500,000 paper mill is to 


, be erected to manufacture tissue papers. The 


Bureau of Industry, it is learned, has already 
granted the necessary licence. The com- 
pany is to be incorporated as Auckland 
Paper Mills, Ltd., in which major share- 
holders will be the Westminster Paper 
Company, Ltd., of British Columbia, the 
Caxton Printing Works, Litd., of Auckland, 
and Neill Cropper and Co., Ltd., of Auck- 
land. The Canadian company is making a 
substantial dollar investment and will 
supply engineers and technicians, The pro- 
ject is expected to start within two years. 


Northern Rhodesia—Two very large pro- 
jects are in hand for Northern Rhodesia; the 
Kariba Gorge scheme, which will cost about 
£75m., and the Kafue scheme, which will 
cost some £27m. According to Sir William 
Halcrow, of the firm of the same name, con- 
sulting engineers to the Government of 
Nyasaland, work on the Kafue scheme will 
be started first. It will take five years for 
the first stage of this scheme to be ready 
and eight years for the first stage of the 
Kariba Gorge scheme. Sir William’s firm 
are at present investigating several large- 
scale development schemes on Lake Nyasa, 
including hydro-electric power, irrigation, 
drainage, and transport. Further details 
can be obtained from Sir William Halcrow 
and Partners. 
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FLOOR =. 
e Seasoned Oak 

e Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 


e Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 


Langham 2256 

and from —- 

F. Barber & Son Ltd. 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

Bruce Martyn Ltd. 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 
J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Dublin 


Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconelio Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Fioors & Tiles Ltd. 
Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 
Nationa! Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

R. W. Purdie & Co. 

South Western Flooring Co. Ltd., Totnes 
Zeta Wood Flooring Co. (1910) Ltd. 














*South- Africa. (Transvaal).—The ‘Trans: 
issued four calls for tenders. Tender No. 


62/53. is for the supply of ot potable ta 
and four 1,000-gallon oil-fired tar 


sary tools, according to i 

size and design of the burners must be such 
as to permit the temperature of the bitumen 
being raised from 70 degrees F; to 350 
degrees F. in not more than four hours. 
Tender No. 63/53 is for the supply of 20 
heavy and 27 medium motor graders. Tender 
No. 65/53 is for the supply of 11 concrete 
mixers, preferably of the non-tilting type, 
of not less than 7 cu. ft. mixed batch 
capacity, complete with tools and according 
to specification. The closing date for the 
receipt of these three tenders is March 13 
next. Tender No. 66/53 is for the supply 
of eight wheeled-type tractors with maxi- 
mum drawbar horsepower of not less than 
17 h.p. at sea level, complete with side cut- 
ting mowing attachments. The closing date 
for the receipt of this tender is March 20 
next. In all cases the tenders should be 
addressed to the Chairman, Transvaal 
Tender Board, P.O. Box 1040, Pretoria. 
Any inquiries by telephone should be made 
to the Board of Trade Commercia] Rela- 
tions and Exports Department, Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2920. 


Southern Rhodesia—Further to news 
printed last week about building in Southern 
Rhodesia, we learn that among future 
projects are a public school, Parliament 
buildings, and other miscellaneous jobs. 
The public school, to be called Peterhouse, 
is scheduled to begin about the middle of 
this year, and it is hoped that it will be 
ready to open by the beginning of 1955. A 
site has been chosen near Marandellas on a 
site 5,400 feet above sea level. There is 
ample water and 1,300 acres of land. 

As far as the Parliament buildings are 
concerned a site for the project at Warren 
Hills made to the Government by the Salis- 
bury City Council still stands. The offer has 
neither been taken up nor rejected by the 
Government. 

In Salisbury itself plans for building 
worth about £54m. are under examination. 
Some of the work has commenced. The new 
buildings include a new power station ad- 
joining the present one at Lytton-road, 
costing £34m. to be ready by 1955; 
Trafalgar Court, the City Council’s 14- 
storey block of flats at King’s-crescent, 
costing £4m., to be ready by April, 1954; 
the new cinema and hotel mentioned in our 
last issue, costing £850,000; the five-storey 
post office in Kingsway, costing £286,800, to 
be ready in 1955; a 10-storey block of 
offices for Tanganyika Properties at the 
corner of Union-avenue and Third-street, 
costing £200,000, to be ready by the end of 
1954; a 10-storey building in Forbes- 
avenue for a grocery firm, costing £165,000, 
to be ready in 1954; the Rhodesia University 
buildings at Mount Pleasant and other 
smaller tasks costing altogether about 
£100,000, and to be ready by 1954. 





Science Abstracts 

Building science abstracts are compiled in 
the library of the Building Research Station, 
Watford, and published for the information 


‘ of other workers in the field of building 


research. These abstracts purport to be fair 
summaries of the original literature. No. 7, 
Vol. 24, has been nese and can be 
obtained from the tionery Office, price 
3s. 6. 
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Exhibition of Italian Architecture 
PPHE ITALIAN CONSUL for Scotland, 


Count Dott. Fabrizio Arlotta, opened 
an exhibition of Italian Contemporary Archi- 


_ tecture last Wednesday at the Scottish 


Building Centre, Sauchiehall-street, Glas- 
gow. 


An Appointment 


Mr. F. R. Dunnis, borough engineer and 
surveyor of Shrewsbury since 1945, has 
been appointed deputy city surveyor and 
master of works at Edinburgh. He will take 
up his new post in May. 

District Heating Decision 

A DECISION of interest to district heating 
Operators was given in the Valuation Appeal 
Court, Edinburgh, on February 13, when it 
was ruled that a district heating scheme was 
a heritable subject, separate from the houses 
and having an annual value. Fife County 
Council sought a ruling that the district 
heating scheme at Woodside, to 308 council 
houses, charged at 8s. per week over and 
above rent, was a substitute for boilers and 
fireplaces which would otherwise have been 
installed. The Court refused this appeal, 
ruling that the district heating scheme was 
comparable to any other undertaking sup- 
plying gas, water or electricity. 

Building in Sandstone 

SCOTTISH STONE has been used for cen- 
turies for building in Scotland, but during 
the present century its use has , declined. 
Among the reasons for the decline are im- 
proved transport which has brought bricks 
and mortar to the Scottish markets at com- 
petitive prices, the increase in prices of 
quarried stones and the reduction in the 
number of stonemasons in Scotland. 

National Building Studies Special 
Report No. 20, published by H.M.S.O. on 
February 13, price Is. 6d., describes the 
results of a survey made during 1949-50 at 
the request of the Scottish Council to dis- 
cover the comparative costs of building in 
Scottish stone and in alternative materials, 
and to suggest economies in the winning, 
working and building of the stone. 


No Council House Sales 


DumFriges Town Councit are considering 
economies in the building of houses and 
meanwhile have agreed that no municipal 
houses be sold. The housing committee say 
they see no reason why any person wishing 
to acquire a house built since the war cannot 
equally well arrange to erect a privately built 


house. 
Inspection of Houses 


ARGYLL HOUSING COMMITTEE have 
approved a plan for the regular inspection 
of the interior of the County Council houses. 
South Lorn District Council have recom- 
mended that council houses in the area be 
inspected once a year by the clerk of works. 
Tenants may be asked to meet cost of repairs 
of damage caused through neglect. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Belishill.Lanarkshire C.C. to convert several 
houses inte offices and make alterations and addi- 
tions to the police station. The plans are being 

repared by J. S. Miller, Lanarkshire County-chbrs., 
ngram-st., Glasgow. 
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Glasgow.—-Plans to be prepared for the West meg 
Hosp. Bd., 64, West mt-st., for new tubercular 
clinic and extension at the Belvedere Hospital. The 
architects are Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell (F & 
A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions at the wholesale bakery, Kerr-st., 
Calton, of W. G. MacAulay; “BAd.. The architect is 
John Wingate (F), 5, Oswald-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Pians to be prepared for the corpora- 
tion’s new maintenance department to be erected 
at a Pollock site at an est. cost of £10,000. The 
architect ig Archibald G. Jury (FP), Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, Glasgow. 


SUivaesiitita, 
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Greenock.—Pians in the hands of the Christian 
Science Society’s architect, G. B. A. Williams, for 
the erection of a new church at Newton-st. ang 
Campbell-st. junction. 

Hawick.—Roxburgh C.C. has scr plans for 
ee reconstruction of Deanfield House for Eventide 
Home. 

Largs.—Corporation is to erect 146 houses at an 
est. cost of £250,000 for which their architect jg 
ee e Arkieson, Master of Works Offices, Largs, 
Ayrshire. 

Plains.—Lanarkshire C.C. to have plans prepared 
for a new Catholic school, for which the architect is 
William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st, 
Motherwell-Wishaw 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number, The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. ‘ 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 23. 


+Samford (Suffolk) R.D.C.—17 houses and 4 bunga- 
lows at Washbrook. Johns and Slater, architects, 
32, Foundation-st., Ipswich. Tenders by March 16. 


*tSunbury-on-Thames U.D.C.—80 houses on site 
No. 17, Beechwood-ave. E. & 8. Dep. £2 28. Ten- 
ders by March 16. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

*tSouthampton C.B.—Conversion to existing 
buildings to form Netley Court Special School. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by March 18. 

FEBRUARY 25. 

*+tBirmingham City C.—Six dwellings on Hawk- 
hurst-rd., King’s Heath, contract 246; 103 dwell 
ings at Woodcock Hill estate. Bartley Green, con- 
tract 287. City E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

tEastbourne T.C.—42 honses (section 6) and 30 
houses (section 8). B.S., 2, Saffrons-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by March 18. 


*+tEastbourne C.B.—Erection of 72 houses in two 
contracts on the Langney Village estate. BS., 2, 
Saffrons-rd., Bastbourne. Dep. £2 2s, Tenders by 
March 18. 


. REFRAC ; 
ANTI-CONDENSATICN 


A MICROPOROUS PAINT which 
deals effectively with condensation and 
humidity. It is applied by brush requir- 
ing no primers and will adhere to all 
dry surfaces—wood, plaster, concrete, etc. 
It has a covering capacity of 16-18 
square yards per gallon. Sets ina hard 
matt finish and is available in various 
colours as supplied to the Air Ministry, 
G.P.O., Gas Board and _ leading 
contractors. 








‘REFRAC,’ because 
of its special proper- 
ties, is also a fire- 
retardant paint and is 
approved by D.S.1.R. 
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~ 7 ANGLO-AMERICAN EXPORT Co. Ltd. 


60, Ebury Street, 
London, S.W.1 
Telephones: SLOANE 5467, 1943 
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Silverhill, St. Leonards-onSea. B.E., 37, Welling- 
ton-sq. Dep. £5 58. Tenders by March 27. 


FEBRUARY 26. 


“Warwick 8.C.—Six shops and 12 flats, Shakes- 
peare-ave. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 


FEBRUARY 27. 

*+Croydon B.C.—174 flats and 16 houses at Sylvan 
Hill/Auckland-rd. B.E. 

*+Hendon B.C.—Nine flats, North-rd., Burnt Oak, 
Edgware. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
March 6, 

FEBRUARY 28. 

*t+tBucks C.C.—Erection of additional accommoda- 
tion at the Wendover House Specia) Schoo}, Wend- 
over, Bucks. County A., County Offices, Aylesbury. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March BD. 

*tNorthampton B.C.—Two shops with living 
accommodation and two dwellings on Sunnyside 
estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 16. 


FEBRUARY 30. 
Halesowen B.C.—30 houses at Howley Grange 
estate, Lapal. J. Cole (L), Central-bidgs., Long-la., 
Blackheath, nr. Birmingham. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 2. 

Crosby T.C.—66 houses and 12 flats at Brown- 
moor-la. estate. T. W. Crookdake, B.E. & S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Gipping (Suffolk) R.D.C.—Eight houses at Nettle 
stead. E. & 8. Dep. £3. 

*tHampstead B.C.—Construction of 9 maisonettes 
and 12 flats at Broadhurst-gdns., N.W.6. TowD 
Clerk, Town Hall, Haverstock Hill, N.W.3. 

Huntingdon ©.C.—Foundations and site works for 
timber extension to Houghton School. County A. 
Huntingdon 

MARCH 3. 

Chesterton R.D.C.—20 dwellings at Horningsea, 
§2 dwellings at Bourn. H. Jackson, architect, %, 
Hartington-gr., Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s. each site. 

*tHeston and Isleworth B.C.—(a) 3 flats at 
field-la., Brentford End; (b).23 houses at Woodfield- 
rd., Hounslow West. B.E. & S., 88, Lampton-rd., 
Hounslow. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 3. 

*tisle of Ely ©.C.—Erection of (a) one pair of 
police houses at Wimblington-rd., March; and (b) 
one at Station-dr., Wisbech. County A., County 
Hall, March. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 4. 


MARCH 4. 

*tDurham Cty. Police Authy—Two police houses 
at Mickle Hill, Blackhall. . Clayton (F), A. @ 
Police Authy., Court-la,, Durham. - 

*+tDurham ©.C.—Alterations to aged persons 
hostel at Owton Fens, Greatham, County A. 
Durham. 

*Winchester City C.—102 houses, Weeke Manor 
estate. A. S. Wilson & Partners, 8, Princess-st.. 
Storey’s Gate, London, 8:W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 5. 

Burnham-on-Sea U.D.C.—Eight houses at Burn. 
ham-rd. housing estate, Highbridge. Nicholls and 
Barton, architects, 41, St. Mary-st., Bridgwater. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Shepton Mallet R.D.C.—20 houses, Stratton-on-the 
Fosse. R. W. H. Vallis, Council’s architect, 6, 
North-par.. Frome, or R. L. A. Strickland, T.C. 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Southgate B.C.—Five houses and 11 flats . 
junction of Arundel-gdns./Hazelmere-rd., N.2. B 
&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 31. 

MARCH 6. : 

Strood R.D.C.—Eight aged persons’ bungalows. 
Eim-ave., Chattenden, Hoo. D. P. Terry, FE. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 9. 


“Durham Cty. Potice Authy.—Two police houses a4 

Burdon-la., Ryhope. G. Clayton, tie A. to Police 

Authy., Court-la., Durham. 
Fareham (Hants) U.D.C.—c8 dwellings, Hillso® 
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dr. E 44, Westbury Manor, West-st., Farcham 


Dep. £2 2 
Knaresborough U.D.C.—Four ms and flats at 
Stockwell estate. F. Tranmer, Victoria-ave., 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 10. 


*Eton U.D.C.—24 houses and 8 flats at Meux 
Field housing site, Eton Wick. E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

T.0.—56 honses at Lemon-t./ 
Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 11. 

Phoughley C.—Two aig of houses, Middle- 
ton Stoney Oxterdshire . & &., Waverley House, 
Bicester. £2. 

*Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Alterations in bath- 
rooms to 249 houses and flats. Housing Manager. 

MARCH 14. 

Atherstone R.D.C.—116 houses at Boot Hil} eite, 
Baddesley Ensor. H. Jepson, architect, Midland 
Bank-chbrs., Nuneaton. Dep, £2 2s. 

MARCH 16. 

+Clevedon U.D.C.—Contractors wishing to take 
on housing work in Clevedon. E. & S. Dep, £2 2s. 

*East Ham 8B.C.—Alterations and additions to 
Fairplay House, Wickham Bishops. B.E. Dep 
£2 2s. 

*+ Portsmouth Cit 


South 
Crawford-st. 


.—80 flats, Link-rd., Wymering. 


A. E. nee ge ‘. 8, Pradential-bidgs., Commer- 
cial-rd. Dep. £3 
*Sundertand B.C. a ahie ee yg flats at Castle- 
town estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £ 
MARCH x: 

‘Hatfield C.—20 houses at Northaw. J. 
Parker (A.), Oat. North-rd., Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 148. 

*Reading B.C.—Sjipper baths, Jesse-ter. Boro’ A. 

Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 20. 


*Hove 8B.C.—Construction of garages for 16 
vehicles and offices at the Corporation Depot, 
Leighton-rd., Hove. BS., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

“Walthamstow B.C.—Four flats, Bulls Farm, Billet- 
rd., and 2 flats, Howard-rd. Boro’ A., E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. each scheme. 


“West Riding Standing Jt. 
| xm houses at Pontefract; (2) 9 police houses at 
by; (3) four police houses at Silsden; (4) one 
office at Glusburn. County A., 

Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. 


MARCH 23. 


*Shipston-on-Stour R.D.C.—Nine dwellings at Long 
Compton. Earp & wy’ (L/A), Scholars-la., 
Stratford-on-Avon. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 26. 

“Luton B.C.—150 houses on Runfold-ave. housing 

estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 30. 

Biaby R.D.C.—16 houses at Enderby site, contract 
3%: 22 p Benes at Enderby, contract 8. F. James, 
architect, Council] Offices, 
Dep. £2 2s. per contract. 

MARCH 31. 

*Glamorganshire ©.C.—List of approved building 
contractors. R. Gower (F), County Architect, 
Cardiff. 

NO DATE. 


“Stourport-on-Severn U.D.C.—72 dwellings at 
Walshes Farm housing scheme No. 8. L. Poole, 
Surveyor, the Council House, New-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Bognor Regis U.D.C.—E. & S. 
MARCH 4. 
tion anthers B.C.—Externa] painting of corpora 
i : — re Estate Agent, Estate Office, 
Manchester City © —City S. (Materials.) 
Wellingborough U.D.C.—E. & 8S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 5. 
Feliing U.D.C.—Chief Hsg. Officer. 


MARCH 7. 


= 
decors ner t U.D.C.—Externa] and internal re- 
ons, together with all necessary essential 
on o Sunrise houses, Suttons-ave. §S., Council 
ce llet-la. Dep. £2 2s. 


lay Tydfil C.B.—E. & S. 
Mexborough U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 
Stevenage U.D.C.—E. & S (Materials.) 
MARCH 9. 
Ashton-under-Lyne B.C.-B.S. (Materials.) 
Tenterden B.C.—B.S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 11. 
Pr oh de h and Melcombe Regis B.C.—B.E. & S. 


Cttee.—(1). Four 


police house and 
“ Bishopgarth,” 
£2 2s. 


Narborough, Leicester. 


(Materia's.) 


(Materials.) 


(Materials.) 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
ee ee 
Associated Manufacturers, Ltd. have 


ennavuned he Sthouhig soaise tacts totten 
which came into effect on February 12. 


£26.¢ 
Genuine English dry white lead im SE: = 
Genuine ground English white lead . 162 0 0 
Genuine English white lead paint (per gal 7218 0 
Genuine refined English red 125 5 @ 
Gosden pooteecs an Wocen 1235 5 0 
Genuine English fake and ground fake 
litharge 12715 0 
Genuine refined English orange lead... 137 $ 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil isi 15 0 
Genuine English red lead Pt. BS 1011 
Type 1 (1 gal. tins) ... #215 6 
English red lead PT. BS 1011 Type 2 
(1 gal. tins) ... as 240 


* No change. 


IRON AND STEEL PRICES 

The Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
has made two orders effecting minor changes in iron 
and steel prices. The Iron and Steel Scrap (Amend- 
ment No, 1) Order 1953 (S.I. 1953 No. 170) increases 
the controlled maximum delivered prices of iron 
and steel scrap so as to allow for the recent rise in 
transport charges. The Iron and Steel Prices Order, 
1953 (S.1. 1953 No. 169) increases the maximum 
prices of a small number of iron and steel products 
which were unduly depressed in relation to the 
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blocks as from February 1, are as follows:— 
Fixing 
Bricks 
Thickness 2in. 24in. Jin. 4 in. per 1,000 
ed. 664° 46° 4@ 2S 
London area 
Delivered 3 3 310 45 $7 198 0 
Ex works 210 3 4 311 411 40 0 
Surrey, Kent and Sussex 
Delivered 3 5 40 47 $8 
Exworks 3 0 36 41 590 
West Riding of Yorkshire 
Exworks 2 8 211 32 46 








MARCH 12. 
Kidsgrove U.D.C.—T.C. (Materials.) 

MARCH 14. 
Alfreton U.D.C.—T.C. (Materials.) 


*Billericay U.D.C.—External game of 54 


houses and 136 flats on three sites. . Counce 
Offices. Dep. £1 Is. 
King’s Lynn B.C.—B.E. (Materials.) 


MARCH 16. 


il 


*B City ©.—Exterior painting of 3,000 


irmingham 
municipal housea 
MARCH 18. 
*Luton B.C.—Ironmongery for 251 houses on Ram- 
ridge estate. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
FEBRUARY 28. 


West Kesteven R.D.C.—Water mains at Hough- 


on-the-Hill, Normanion, and Feston. Elliott 


& 











A NEW PUBLICATION 


CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 
Churches in conjunction 


with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 


Buildings. 
PRICE 2/3; by Post 2/6 


—— 


Published by The Builder Ltd., 
and obtainable from the 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUSE, 
CATHERINE STREET, W.C.2 
Telephone: TEMPLE BAR 6251 (Bat. 5) 




















Brown, ge TE pa, Pelham-rd., Notting- 
ham. Dep. £ 
MARCH 2. 
ae U.D.C.— Roads and sewers at Long- 
~— using estate, Westcott. E. & 8. Dep. 


MARCH 4. 


Melksham U.D.C. a and sewers on Woodrow- 
rd. housing site. E, & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 7. 


Dursley R.D.C.—Road and ears at extension 
No. 6, Woodfield estate. Cam. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 16. 
Rugby 8.C.— Roads and sewers, Abbotts Farm 
housing estate.. BS., Bunford House, Rugby. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
MARCH 21. 
St. Athans R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Sand- 
ridge Il estate. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Cheapside (City).— Baxx Buitpines. — Bank of 
England proposes to take on lease a site from the 
City Corpn. bounded on the west by a portion of 
the new road from Cannon-st. to the proposed St. 
Paul’s-pl. (at the junction of Newgate-st., St. 
Martin’s-le4trand, Cheapside and St. Paul’s 
Churchyard), and on its other boundaries by Cheap- 
side, Bread-st. and Watling-st. It containe a num- 
ber of standing and occupied buildings and is inter- 
sected by the tion of Friday-st. which lies 
between "Samus ned Watling-st. The effect of 
the scheme js to make possible block redevelopment, 
a substantial portion of the new building being 
utilised for the Bank’s own purposes, and the 
remainder being let for reinvestment, the reaccom- 
modation of former occupiers on the site, and for 
use as shops, licensed premises, offices, showrooms 
and stockrooms, etc. Bank’s architect is Mr. Victor 
Heal, FRIBA. 

Futham.—Hovsine Deve.orment.—Approval has 
been given by Hsg. Comm. to plans submitted by 
Director of ousing for the development of “ The 
Grange” site and the site of the adjoini rin 
premises, and they have been passed on for L.C.C 
approval. 

Greenwich. —Site Acquisition. —-LC.C. Heg. 
Comm. recommend the acquisition, clearance and 
partial redevelopment of the Renbold-pi. area, at 
estimated cost £34,500. 

‘Hampstead. —Deve.torment.—B.E. has red 
plans for the erection of seven houses on —t 
rd. site. These have been approved in princ by 
B.C, and forwarded to L.C.C. for town planning 
(Stage II) approval. Estimated cost is £13,296. 

ae — Appotntment.— B.C. are recom- 
mended to appoint Norman & Dawbarn, 5. Gower- 
st.. W.C.1, as archiiects for the Finchiey-rd./ 
Harben-rd. housing scheme, for the erection of 22 
shops and 170 flats. 

Hampstead.—Fi.sts.-Scheme for the erection a 
seven flate on site of 63, Fitzjohn’s-ave. prepared 
by B.E. and Hag. A. has received L.C.C. (Stage IIT) 
town planning approval. 
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.—Scuoot.—Plans for the erection in 
1952-53 building programme of primary school for 
280 ils in Sussex-way, Landseer-rd. and Mitford- 
rd. have been approved by the yy oe of St. 
Mark’s C.E. primary school. L.C.C, Ed. Comm. 
recommend the scheme, estimated cost £52,392, for 
a val. Plans were prepared by J. Barrington- 
Baker, FRIBA, 12a, Spring-st., Paddington, W.2. 


Lewisham.—Scuoo. Buitpinos.—Preliminary plans 
Pp red for the erection of new buildings providing 
additional places for 1,178 girls at Sydenham county 
sec. school have been approved by L.C.C. Ed. Com. 
These include one five-storey block containing class- 
rooms, one two-storey admin. building and two halls. 
Estimated cost for the scheme is £346,577. 


Lincoin’s inn Fields.—Science Coiiece.—A licence 
has been applied for to erect the main block of 
the Nuffield College of Surgical Sciences. This 
constitutes the second stage of the scheme, and it 
is hoped that building will commence in_ the 
autumn. Architect to the scheme is Alner W. Hall, 
PRIBA, 9, Southampton-row, W.C.1. 


Pall Mall.—Fournisnainc Store—Mr. T. E. Hey 
sham, FRIBA, 4, Verulam-bidgs., is the architect 
for the rebuilding of the furnishing store of 
Hampton & Son, Lid., in Pall Mall. 


Southwark.—Site Acoqvisition.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of the Newing- 
ton Estate belonging to the Church Commissioners 
has been recommended by L.C.C. Ed. Comm. 
Estimated cost is £32,000. 


Wandsworth.—Drvetorment.—L.C.C. Hsg. Comm. 
have approved scheme prepared by L.C.C. housing 
architects for developing the 34-acre College House 
site as an extension to the Argyle estate. One acre 
is reserved for church buildings, and on the 
remainder will be erected 86 flats in two five-storey 
and three three-storey blocks, three houses, 43 
tenants’ stores and laundry facilities, Estimated 
cost is £209,100. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ainwick.—Reavel| Bros., Lid., ironmongers, have 
disposed of their premises to F. W. Woolworth & 
Co., Ltd., and are to move into other premises in 
Market-st. where alterations, costing about £10,000, 
will be necessary. 


Ashton-wnder-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans for new 
office building at Robinson-st. for James Ridyard 
& Sons, Lid 


Astiey._N.C.B. propose extensions to pithead 
baths at Nook Colliery. 

Barnard Castie.—R.D.C. to erect 22 utility houses 
at Middjeton-in-Teasdale and other similar dweli- 
ings are proposed at Evenwood, Etherley, Cockfield 
and Gainford. Council’s architect is J. Lawton, 
Gailgate, Barnard Castle. 

Belper.—R.D.C. to erect 70 houses at Kilburn.— 
Surveyor to pore plans for further 12 houses at 
Bulling-la., Crich. 

Billinge-in-Winstanley.—U.D.C. approved plans 
oe 9 houses at Birchley-rd., for W. C. Harris & 

n. 

Blackburn.—E.C. approved plans for 
Shadsworth cty. prim. sch. (£44,000 est.). 
Boro’ E., W. Pickstone. 

Brackiey.—T.C. propose erection of 40 Gregory 
houses, Architect, J, H. Stevens, 17, Market-sq., 
Buckingham. 

Bramhali.—Gartsides (Brookside) Brewery, Ltd., 
propose public-house at corner of West Park-rd. 
and Tenement-la. 

Brierley Hill.—T.C. approved issue of licence for 
12 houses at Kingsley-rd., Kingswinford, for E. 
Fletcher (Builders), Lid. 

Brighton.—E.C. to erect two additional classrooms 
at the Pateham inf. sch. 

Brighton.—T.C. to build six shops with 15 flats 
above, and five garages at rear of corner site at 
ry ei mada and College-pl., to cost £45,000 
(est.). 

Bury.—Bentley & Jacksons, Ltd., and Ashworth & 
Parkers, Ltd., propose extensions to their works. 

Caernarvonshire.—E.C. 1963-6 schools programme: 
New Brynrefail Grammar Sch. (1953/5), £146,000 est. 
cost; new Vaynol Vol. Cont. Sch. (1953/5), £26,400 
est. cost; new 8.M. Sch. at Conway (1964/6), £140,000 
est. cori; building of laboratories at Caernarvon 
Grammar Sch. (1955/6), £25,000 est. cost; new cilass- 
rooms at Botwnnog (1956/6), £20,000 est. cost; new 
school at Glanadda (1956/7), £30,000 est. cost; 
ee to Capelulo Sch. (1957/8), £25,000 est. 
cost. 

Ghester.—T.C. to issue licence for 12 houses at 
The Nook to Thomas Building & Construction Co., 
Ltd.; licence for 12 houses at Balmoral Park to 
Mr. A. H. Moorcroft. 

Chesterfield._S. H. Ward & Co., Ltd., and William 
Stones, Ltd., seek sites at Newbold estate for 
licensed premises. 

Chesterfieild.—T.C. propose 180 miners’ houses at 
Eastwood Park. 
—R.DC. approved plans by 


Chester-le-Street. 
N.B. for proposed medical centre at the Ravens- 
worth Betty and Ann Pits. Board’s architects’ 
7. is at Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, Northumber- 


roposed 
Plans by 
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Cockermouth.—E.D.C. approved plans for 45 


houses, Clifton Lodge site, for North-Eastern 
Housing Assoc. 

Coine.—_U D.C. propose 3 houses at Sycamore- 
ave., Colear. Architect, N. H nstall, 1%, 


Armitage-rd., Milnsbridge, Huddersfieid. 

Consett.—The U.D.C. architect has prepared lay- 
out plans for 44 houses at Ebchester, and also for 
shops on Richard Murray Hespita] estate, Blackhill. 
~Pians are in hand for houses and shops on Cut- 
lers’ Hall estate.—U.D.C. has approved plans for 
ola people’s hostel, Medomsley-rd., Consett, and 
additional classroom at Consett cty. inf. sch., for 
Durham C.C. 

Crewe.—T.C. approved plans for 86 houses, north 
or Crewe-rd., for New Idea] Homesteads, Ltd. 

Denholme.—U.D.C. to prepare layout for 30 houses 
at Minorea site. Architect, F. Atkins, Old Bank- 
chbrs., Bingley. 

Derbyshire.—C.C. 1953-4 building programme to 
include conversion of ‘ Belmont,’”’ Chesterfield, as 
residential nursery. (New fire stations: Chesterfield, 
£40,000 est. cost; Alfreton, £16,000 est. cost; 
Eckington, £16,000 est. cost; Clay Cross, £21,000 
est. cost; and Bradwell, £16,000 est. cost. Ambu- 
lance stations at Ripley, £11,600- est. cost; Bake- 
well, £27,000 est. cost; and Bolsover, £8,000 est. cost. 
New clinic at Clowne, £20,000 est. cost. 

Dudiey.—B.C. to invite tenders for 200 houses, 
Tansiey Hill estate. 

Durham.—City C. approved scheme to build 16 
houses in St. Oswald’s Court at an est. cost of 
£22,268. Plans by the City E. 

Durham.—M.H. & L.G. has approved in principle, 
35 ped Council’s scheme for improvements to town 
hall. 

Durham.—A contract is expected to be decided 
shortly for erection of pithead baths at Thrisling- 
ton Colliery, for Durham Coal Brd. Plans by Brd.’s 
Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, 
Northumberland. 

Durham.—-R.D.C. to sell site at Framwellgate 
Moor to J. Calder & Co. for proposed public-house.— 
Layout_plans have been approved for 176 houses at 
North Bowburn, for R.D.C. 

Eccles.—T.C. approved 12 houses at Worsley-rd., 
Dover-st., Slater-st. and Winton Park for C.C.M. 
Building Co., Lid., 5, Lion Brow, Blackley, Man- 
chester. 

Eston.—U.D.C. has approved a proposal by J. W. 
Cameron & Co., Ltd., Lion Brewery, West Hartle- 
pool, to convert café and billiards hall in South-ter., 
South Bank, into licensed premises. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—CC. is considering pro- 
vision of new fire station on north side of proposed 
Felling-Gateshead_ by-pass.—C.C. is to erect police 
houses on High-la. and Ellen Wilkinson estates 
this year. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—U.D.C. is seeking loan 
sanction for £108,425 for 76 houses, Fisherwell-rd., 
Pelaw. Council’s housing officer is R. Morton. 

Fulwood.—R.C. authorities of Our Lady & St. 
Edward to erect new Church off Marlborough-dr., at 
£21,000. (est.). 

Gateshead.—T.C. is including in its estimates 
£66,142 for alterations to Fountain View and erec- 
tion of two new homes for old people. 
_Glossop.—B.C. propose 118 dwellings at Pyegrove 
site. Architects, John E. Beardshow & Partners, 
186, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Jarrow.—T.C. is considering erection of 41 terrace 
houses in Ormonde-st. area, at £54,000. Boro’ E£., 
H. W. T. Perkins. 


Keightey—Boro’ A., E. G. Felgate, to prepare 
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scheme and estimates for erection of ic ace 

rages = peg hments, — at ee 
y ation music room adjoini OMS 
at Cliffe Castle. wg 


Kirkham.—U.D.C. approved plans fo iti 
iii udd kee Semper: 


Leek.—R.D.C. roved plans for 234 hous 
Baddeley ress; aus 214 for N.C.B. oma. 


Liverpool.—T.C. to invite tenders for 24 three 


storey flats, Torr-st. area, and 12 flats and ei 
maisonettes, Devonshire-pl. —™ 


Liverpool.—Reg. Hospital Brd. to prepare sketch 
plans and estimate for phase 1 of extension at 
Clatterbridge Hospital. 


Manchester.—T.C. propose slum clearance scheme 
and erection Of 396 houses at Ancoats area (£800,000 


‘est.). Commence this year. 


Middlesbrough.—T.C. to let contract for six 
houses, St. Paul’s-rd., to plans by Boro’ E., Munici- 
pal-bidgs., Middlesbrough. 

Middieton.—B.C. approved plans for six police 
houses and two children’s homes, Berwyn-ave., for 
Lancs C.C.—Six terraced houses, junction of Mor- 
ton-st. and Barrowfields, for O. Partington, Ltd., 
12, Baytree-ave., Chadderton. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council is to carry out 
internal alterations to sch. medical and dental 
clinic in City-rd. City A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—C.C. is planning erection of 
fire stn. and firemen’s houses at Alnwick, to cost 
£25,000. County A. is C. C.. Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

_ Nottingham.—T.0. seek 
jnr. sch. at Fernwood estate. 

Oldham.—B.C. approved plans for row of houses 
and 16 garages at Lorne-st. 

Oldham.—Weatherlux, Ltd., propose 
modernisation of Vale Mill, Clegg-st. 

Poulton-le-Fyide.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for 
conversion of the old vicarage as a town hall. 
_Pwitheli.—Batlins, Ltd., propose erection of addi- 
tional dining-hall, permanent H.Q. for staff and 100 
chalets at holiday camp (£30,000 est.). 

Richmond (Yorks).—R-.D.C. planning 150 non- 
raditional houses in Catterick Camp area. 

Richmond (Yorks).—M.H. & L.G. has approved 
erection of 10 houses and two bungalows at Scotton 
by R.D., at £15,665. 

Rishton.—P.C. Council, Rev. R. Kirkham, pro- 
poses erection of new school, 

_ Rochdale.—E.C. propose erection of Spotiand §.M. 
Sch. in 1953/4 programme. 

Rowley Regis.—P.C. Council propose erection of 
church hall, at £12,000 (est.). 

St. Helens.—T.C. propose construction of new cre- 
matorium, at £86,000. 

Salford.—British Railways propose improvements 
ro pease acaaaaey works at Exchange-stn. (£20,000 
est.). 

Satford.—T.C. approved erection of police H.Q. 
at The Crescent in 1953/4 programme (£244,000 est.). 
ay ie Bradshaw, Gass & Hope, 19, Silverwell- 
st., ton. 


loan of £61,454 for 


complete 


Scarborough.—T.C. being recommended to build 
76 maisonettes and flats at Manham Hill, Eastfield. 
H. V. Overfield, Boro’ E. 

South Shields.—J. S. Glover, 13, Winchesterst., 
South Shields, has been appointed quantity surveyor 
by E.C. for proposed Whiteleas sec. sch. Archi- 
tects are Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South 
Shields. 

Stafford.—T.C. approved amended layout for 72 
dwellings at Highfield estate. e 
Stalybridge.—B.C. propose three-storey block 
flats, Stamford-st. Architects, Howard & Benson, 
88, Mostey-st., Manchester. ; 
Stourbridge.—T.C. propose either adaptation 0° 
existing batidings for a new crematorium or erec 

tion of new building. 

St .—P.C. Council of St. Michael's pro- 
pese church hali and priest’s house at Norton estate. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved draft layout for nine 
houses, Kendal-rd.; approved plans for 57 fats, 
Chester-rd., Talbot-rd., Milton-rd.; office and com- 

ressor house, Trafford Park-rd., for W. T. Giover. 

td.; offices, Trafford Wharf-rd., for British Oil & 
Cake Mills, Ltd; reinstatement, alterations a? 
change of use to offices, showrooms and stores, 546/8, 
Chester-rd., for Burke & Co., Ltd 
_ Sunderiand.—During coming financial year, T.C 
is to spend £2,500,000 on housing and site prepara 
tion work. Biggest developments wil} be at Castle- 
town, where 1,750 houses are to be erected. Boro 
A., H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton. 
Sunderland. 

Sunderiand.—Plans have been prepared by @. T- 
Brown & Son, Fawcett-st., Sunderiand, for 20 houses 
in Glenesk-rd., for G. H. Plemper, Ltd., builders, 


St. Hilda’s Works, Sunderland; eight houses, 
léd., builders, 


tob-pl., sen-st., -rd. and Q 

Alexandra-rd., for Stewart Builders (Sunderland). 
Litd.—J. W. White (Contractors), Ltd., High Barnes 
Works, Sunderland, are to develop a housing estsi¢ 
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on Mere Knolls estate —Plans Sage. een repared 
py C.WS. Architects’ Dept., 90, W oh nao 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for erection of sh 
flats over in ‘Thorndate-rd —Matkin Hawkins, 
Barclays Bank-chors., Fawvejrst., Sunderland, are 
architects for 12 hous¢s on Lichfield. estate, for J. 
Prentice, builder, Sunderland. 


Towoester. —R.DC, propose 12 houses, Greens 


with owt 


Norton 


Valley —U.D. to acquire site adjoining the 
Maes y Mynydd estate, for housing purposes. 

Wallasey. —B.C. approved plans for 19 houses, 
Chadwick-st. and seven flats and two police houses, 
Upton-rd., and seven flats, junction of Millia. and 
Eric-rd. 

Wallsend.—T.C. received joan sanction for £36,063 
for 36 flats on Oak-gr. site and £20,718 for the pur- 
chase of 344 acres of housing iand on Low Willing- 

ton Farm site.—T.C, has made a renewed approach 
t M.H. & L.G. for sanction to proceed with pro- 
posed additions to civic hall, Wallsend. TL. has 
approved layout plans for 48 old people’s houses 
am! eight three-bedroomed houses in Coast-rd.— 
TA. is negotiating a contract with J. H. James, 
Archer-st., Wallsend, for 14 houses at Low Wilbling- 
ton Farm and with J. Armstrong, yo: for 44 
houses on same estate. Boro’ E. is G. . Teasdale, 
Town Hall, Wallsend. 

West Hartlepool.—R.C. authorities are pressing 
M.O.E. to sanction rebuilding of St. Joseph’s R.C. 
sch, which was destroyed by bombing. 


Wigan.—Hindley U.D.C. propose conversion of 


Sandy-la: Hospital into bungalows. 


Yarm (Yorks).—<Alterations are proposed to 
“George and Dragon”’ Hotel. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

$ Dehotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Plans prepared for The Harbour 
Board's new jetty. John Anderson, MInstCE, Har- 
bour Trust Offices, Regent Quay, Aberdeen. 
*William Tawse, Ltd., Rubislaw: £28,407. 

Aberdeen.—Erection of 66 houses at Kincorth 
housing site, for corporation. Alexander Gardiner, 
FRIBA, architect, Municipa] Offices, Broad-st., The 
Castlegate, Aberdeen. *Alexander Hall & Co.. 
Lid., Aberdeen: £126,135. 

pea yo of a packing shop at the 
factory of Kelvin & Hughes, Basingstoke, Hants. 
Architects, L. J. Cowes & Partners, Carliol House, 
Sy olka -Tyne. *“Mussellwhite & Sons, Basing- 
stoke. 

Bowdon.—Alterations and extensions at St. Ann’s 
Hospital, for Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd.: 
*Evans & Son, Lid., Newcastle-under-Lyme, £5,250. 

Brighton,—18 police houses and a Sr a for 
T.C.: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), Lt 

Burnley.—Erection of ‘Rosegrove cty. jun. ‘oam.. 
for EC. Architects, Kitson, Ledgard, Pyman & 
Parish, Leeds : *Harry Wimpenny & Sons, Ltd., 
Prestwich, Manchester, £59,989 

Carlisle.—Erection of new T. A. Centre for Terri- 
torial and Auxiliary Forces Association: *James 
Millar & Sons, 15, London-rd., Carlisle. 

Cheadle (Staff oe houses at ap yong & site, 
Tean, for R.D&.: . C. Mountford, Ltd., £28,985. 

‘Cneeter.—-Bainniadls to automatic telephone ex- 

lange at Little-st.: *J. Angus Collin, Lid., 365, 
rte alli Little Sutton, Wirral, 


Chester.- ‘2 houses at Saughall, for R.DL.: 
*Thomas Warrington & Sons, Ltd., Chester, £27,462. 
Choppington (Northumberland).—Erection of pii- 
hea d baths at Choppington “B” pit, for the 
Northern Coal Board, Plans by the Board’s Archi- 
tects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth: *George 
He: a srson, East Boldon, Co. Durham. 
Coventry.—Second instalment of Deedmore-rd. inf. 
% r Panes EC.: “Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, 
Par London, W.1, £45,540. 

padres: —Eight Gregory type flats at pes. rd, 

six at Paintcup-row, for B.C.: *J. E. Harper 

& Sons, 76, Lomba ~ 
Dunston-on- Tyne, Brection of an accommodation 
I ing, est. to cost £6,000, at Dunston-on-Tyne 
power station. Architects, L. J. Couves & Partners, 
Cariiol House, Newcastle-on-Tyne *Shield Bros, 
Lid., Back Park-ter., Swalwell, Co. Durham. 
Ourham.—Additions to Hart =o sch., for CC. 
G. R. Clayton, Cty. A., CourtJa., Durham: *J. & C. 
Oliver Wingate, Co. Durham, £5,400, 

Edinburgh. —~Plans prepared for new administra- 

® block of buildings to be erected at Crewe Toil 
. at an est. cost of £195,000. Fairweather, Hall 
Edge FRLBA, architects, 27, Rutland-sq., West 
Sameee Mh Excavation, brick, building and 
“1 works illiam Arnott, MacLeod & Co., Ltd., 
burgh. “Reinforced concrete frame and fabrica- 
ws works, *Twiststeel Re-Inforced Co., Lid., Glas- 
w. Patent glazing and allied works, *Williams 
Wi uliams, Ltd., Chester. 
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Frizington, for BPA. 
Balston-rd., Carlisle 


Gtasgow.—Constraction of the King’s Park 
Reservoir, for Corporation : gr = rae Re-Inforced 
Concrete Co. (Scotland), Lid. 

Construction of The Ae aad po Reservoir, 
for Conporation: *Holst & Co., Lid., £33,178. 
Great Yarmouth.—Dwellings on No. 1 reconstruc- 
tion area. Phase LI, for T.C. H. F. Dyson, 
MIMunE, B.E. Quantities by Davis, Belfield & 
Everest, 16, All Saints Green, Norwich. 17 dwelli 5 
*H. R. Middleton & Co., Ltd., Market Works, ‘The 
Conge, Gt. Yarmouth, £24,633. 71 dwellings, *W. 
Ames, Ltd., 3, Dene Side, Gt. Yarmouth, £100,225. 
Hemsworth.—88 houses at Middleeliffe, for Coa! 
Industries Housing Association: *George Wimpey 
& Co., Ltd., London. 


Heve.—Dwellings on the Hangleton Park estate, 
for B.C. T. R. Humble, BS. Ei¢ht houses and M4 
flats: *H. J. Paris, Ltd., 210, Church-rd., Hove 3, 
£50,643; 12 houses and 36 flats: *Stone & Son 
(Builders), Lid., 51, West-way, Hove 4, £55133; 
40 flats: *A. Alldritt, 79, Church- rd., Hove 3, £47,458, 

Kidderminster.—Houses for T.C.:—46 at Franche 
estate: *Leasowes Building Co., Ltd., Mucklow Hill, 
Birmingham, £60,781; seven houses and 16 flats at 
Queenst.: *Reema Construction Co., Lid., Salis- 
bury, £28,960. 

Leeds.—172 dwellings at Seacroft estate, for T.C.: 
*Myton, Ltd., Cloug>-rd., Hull, £227,232. 

Lieyn.—10 houses at Chwilog, for R.DC.: *H 
Jones, Mynytho, £14,849. 

§London (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. 

Gosport.—Steelwork, Dorman Long & Co., Ltd., 
Terminal House, London, 8.W.1. .N.AS. Bram- 
cote: 8 officers’ houses, H. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 48, 
Coronation-rd., Coventry. 

London (British Railways).—The Eastern Region 
of British Railways have placed the undermentioned 
contracts :— 

Reconstruction of portion of superstructures of 
anderline bridge carrying suburban lines over War- 
burton-rd. and underline bridge carrying suburban 
lines over Exmouth-pl., between Cambridge Heath 
and London Fields: Dorman Long & Co., Lid., 
Bridge Department, G.P.0O. Box 63, Britannia 
Works, Middlesbrough. 

Renewals, repairs and reglazing to station roof 
at Liverpoo!-st, gg oe Walter Cowen, Lid., 
Souldern-rd., London, 'W.1 

Demolition of old, and <A of new, cross- 
ing keeper’s cottage at Blaxhall Crossing, Wickham 
Market: Banyard & Houchell, Grove Works, Wood- 
bridge, Suffolk. 

Cleaning and painting of Hamilton-bidgs.. 
Station-bides. offices, workshops, messrooms and 
bridges at ‘Liverpool- st, station east side, and oe 
ing and painting 233, High-st., Shoreditch, E.: 

. eee. Ltd., 235, Queenstown- -rd., Sedicioen: 

WB. 


*John Laing & Sons, 
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Ennerdate.—Erection of 51 “ Easiform ” houses at 






tween Bitecs | Beniiee: Ws Cn Preach: Lads, 


Buckhurst Hill, 


‘Partial recovering of station roof at Yaa 
st. station: eee (Engineers), 
Waddon, Surrey. 


Merebank-la., 

London ( § Potice).—Contracts placed 
by emp ee 

Canteen. 


alte ration ai Cannon-ow police sation 
‘Siths & Russell, Lid. £42%. . 


GLondon (M. 0. Contract placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended 4 
Cardiff: W.BH., Rhydiafar, erection of CD. 
hospital and nurses’ quarters, a Batty & Smita, 
Lad., ing-st., W2 Cheshére : 
Heswell, erection of P.O. & 8.0., a sons (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool 5. umberland ; 
7 erection of T.RS.. a Construction. 
Lid., Ruthven-ave., Liverpool, 21 em 
Thea erection of "TRS., Ford and eston, 
Ltd., Osmaston-rd., Derby. 


Devonshire; Admiralty, Lympstone, erection of 
14 houses, Exeter (Building Contractors), Ltd. 14. 
Dix’s Field, Exeter, Devon. Lancashire ; one 
eg Cie -Lyne, extension, iel 
adie ; y eaton Nor Stockport ; 
M/Labour and M.NI., E.E., Gt. Ha: ex- 
tensions, Pilkington. Bros. (Church), Ltd., lway 
Saw Mills, Charch, Lancs. Letcestershire Polish 
housing estate, Melton Mowbray, provementa to 
accommodation, Edwin Fox & & Co, "Ld. Eving. 
ton-st., Leicester. Rutland - HPO. Oaknam ex- 
tension, John Cawley. extension, John Cawley, Ltd., 
Canal-st., Nottingham. 


{London (War ry et as placed by W.D. 
during week ended Feb 

Sussex : ao Hd _ Richardson, Ltd., 
Chichester. Lancashire : Building work, James Tom- 
kinson & Co., Ltd., Liverpool. Merionethshire - 
Miscellaneous, C. Cornes & Son. Hanley. Cheshire : 
Miscellaneous, Wm, Freer, Lid., Leicester. Lanark- 
shire : Miscellaneous, Spiers, Dick & Smith, Glasgow. 


Inverness-shire : Road repairs, Macasphalting Co.. 
Ltd., Paisley. Kirkeudbrightshire : oad repairs, 
Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalt Co., Lid.. Glasgow. 
Inverness-shire : Road repairs, George Duncan & Co.. 
Inverness. Dumbartonshire : Drainage work, Spiers. 
Dick & Smith, Glasgow. Wiltshire - Building work, 
Howard Farrow, Lid., London, N.W.11; Road re- 
pairs, Mendip Stone & Concrete Co., Ltd., Frome. 


Manchester.—Erection of Moss Nook cty. sec. sch., 
for E.C.: *Humphrey Park Estates, Ltd., Humphrey- 
la., Urmston ; erection of Oldwood ety. sec, sch. : 
*W. Fearnley & Sons, Ltd., Eccles New-rd., Salford ; 
extensions to Margaret Barclay ial sch.: *J. E. 
Stephenson & Co., Ltd., 314, Stockport-rd. 


Mansfield._Stage 1 of College of Further Educa- 
tion, for Notts E.C.: *H. James (Mansfield), Ltd., 
Station-st., Mansfield, £119,995. 


Newbiggin (Northumbertand).—Privy conversion 
scheme at North Seaton ae. for U.DX. Sur- 
veyor, H. 8. Robson: Henderson & Sons, 
Ponteland, Ose on Re £23,777 (subject to 
M.H. & L.G. approval). 


Newcastle.—New offices in Clayton-chbrs.. Clay- 
ton-st., Newcastleon-Tyne, for Merz & McLellan. 
*Peter Edwards, Causey-st., a By Newcastle. 


Neweastle.—Six houses in Kenton-ave. *Cussing 
(Contractogs), Ltd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newcastile-on-Tyne.— Erection of 24 flats on “ 
“B” of the Armstrong-rd. estate, for © 
George Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth- peg A low. 
castle: “Chapman Bros., 12, Orchard-ter., 
ton-on-Tyne, £35,340 (in lieu of previous aR 


New Delavai (Northumbertand).— Work has started 
on the rebuilding of New Delaval Miners’ Welfare 
Hall, for the Northern Coal Board, Ashfield Towers. 
Gosforth: *James E. Dover, Croft-rd., Blyth, £5,000 

North Shields.—Addition to - warehouse at 
Albert Edward Dock, for Wisnes & Co., IAd.: *A. & 
J. Main, Ltd., Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Prestwioh.—18 two-bedroom flats at Bury Old-rd. 
and iy for TL. J. Theo. Kilner, MIMunkE. 
B.E. , Town Hall: *Parker & Calvert, Ltd. 
oon 

Shetheld,— to. A and maisoneties. at 
\Bherdale rd. fo ie T - Armitage & Son, 
48, Kenwood-rd 


ehaeae. ae ge sen aa aa shops and flate Sete, at 
Eardagees, for TL. ge & Re ag Tg 
Wigham & ee Castletown, scadoriand 079. 

Tadcaster — housee at Great Preston, for 
B.DC.: *L. Garbutt, Lid., Main-st., Aberford 

bags ly ow? & at ones entste; for 

*Drary & Grange, Wigstone 

Ficids, Leicester, £132,469 

Todmorden.—12 fi ats at Shade, for BR: *Herbert 
Hardy (Todmorden), Ltd. £16,573 


Trimdon Grange Brection of pithead 
eae © Faas Pa the range, Colliery, ‘hrehi an Gos 
As field } eS : “Holland & , my 
Cubitts, Ltd., don-on-Tyne. 


want, bonnes a Rasinger a. for TC. = 
*Searby Bros , Oakenshaw, Crofton. 
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ae yg Ar houses at Site P6, for BC.: *J. H. 
ing, Prenton-rd. West, Mountwood, £16,591. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region~37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London”’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


anche 














THE BUILDER 


Walisend.—Erection of 20 houses on the Sunholme 
estate: "William Leech, Lid., 2, Clayton-st., New- 
castie-on-Tyne. 

Walsall.—Construction of canteen at St. Mar 
garet’s Hospital, for Reg. Hospital Brd.: *G. Stub. 
bins, Ltd., Streetly-rd rdington, Birmingham. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Emco (Concrete Products), Ltd. (515189.) Regd. 
Jan. 16. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: W. J. Emmerson 
and Mrs. F. Emmerson, 8, Trenholme-rd., Middles- 
brough, Yorks. 

J. B. Rodgers (Erimus), Lid. (515198.) Regd. 
Jan. 16, plasterers, concreters, bidrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dir.: J. B. Rodgers, 94, Westminster- 
rd., Middlesbrough. 

Roflex, Ltd. (515211.) Regd. Jan. 16, floor-laying 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: L. Fish- 
mae and Mrs. G. Fishman, 31, Courthouse-gdns., 
‘3 


W. T. Leonard and Son (Builders), Ltd. (815270.) 
Regd. Jan. 17, bidrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Dirs.: W. T. Leonard, 2, Jubilee-cres., 
Blackhorse-rd., Mangotsfield, Gios. 

Laurence Church, Lid. (515260.) Regd. Jan. 17, 
Moss-lane, Elsworth, Sandbach, Ches., bidrs, .ete. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: L. Church and Mrs. 
E. M. Church, Blackacres Cottage, Middleweek-rd., 
Sandbach, Ches. 

Blackmore and Son, Lid. (515268.) Regd. Jan. 19, 
2a, Dornbe rg-rd., Blackheath, SJE.3, bidr. ‘Nom. 
cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: B. J. Blackmore, 109, Langton- 
way, S.E3 

Young and Smith (Lowestoft), Ltd. (516319.) 
Regd, January 19, plasterers, bidrs., ete. Nom 


ae 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 

















Boyle's -..‘re.- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel. : LADbroke 28679 
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cap.: a Dir.: A. Yo 9, 

lat, ” Be h and Smith, ee 
arve arch a Lid. (1 

Jan. 19, bidrs., contractors and decorators ec. = 

cap. : Ee. Dir.: C. H. Harvey, 2, Louches-la., 


L 

el Villages, Ltd. (515314. 
Dreamland Park, Margaie, + ha Wh wing A. 
£100. Dir.: H. F. Hes, Hamilton ‘beeen 


Bishops-ave., ‘Broadstairs. 

E. Geilsthorpe (Bourne), Ltd. (515382.) Regd 
Jan. 22, bers. and contractors, etc. Hom. cap. ; 
£5,000. Dirs.: E. Geisthonpe and Mrs. H. M. Gels. 
thorpe, %, Souths. aon Lincs. 

rman — r rs Ltd. (515437.) Reed. 

an. Woodstock-st., New Bond-st., Wi 
bidrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dire, : H. W. Waterman and ars.  Waismar 
Blakehall-rd., Wanstead, d 
eo Horace "(Builders), Ltd. ” (515385.) Regd. 
oe 22, © estn ee —_ et pe Hill, §.E.23 

om. cap. ar . B, Lax, 21, li 
Sydenham, S8.E.26. magshes 

Mixers, Ltd. (515428.) Regd. Jan. 23, 3, St 
Pauls-rd., Clifton, Bristol, 8, proprs. and hirers of 
plant and machinery, including concrete and 
—— mixers, ete. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 

hy, «Ha Telling, Wainut Tree Farm, Cleeve, Som. 


BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


save labour — save cost 
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SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD “ce 
Rektken baer, ae aay @ | 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 








WOOD BLOCK 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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BROTHERS 


2 eae ee Registered Office : Works : 
is a 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
iit te E.C.1 


MONarch 7597-8 
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CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
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